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Open Computer Labs, LE Phillips 
Library
March 15 ........12:30-3 pm in the Chippewa Room
April 17 ............... 6:30-8:45 pm in the Dabble Box 
.....................................Presented by Todd Johnson
There will be someone from our Society at each open 
lab to help those with questions. You do not need to 
be a member of GRSEC to attend an open lab.
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The next newsletter I will be writing an article about my two 
weeks in Salt Lake City. One week spent at the wonder-
ful Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy, an intensive week of 
genealogy education. And one week at the Family History 
Library, with time for a few walkable excursions around town. 
Yes, I enjoyed every single second of my trip including class 
time and homework, and yes I missed my family, kinda, sorta 
... especially that last day when I was heading home.
I would encourage everyone to try an attend at least one  
genealogy institute if you are able. The one on one experi-
ence is tremendous and you are not dealing with 5,000 other 
people trying to get a seat up front in order to read the slides. 
Stay tuned for my experiences!   Anita

Third Floor at the Family History Library, U. S. books.
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This newsletter is published in September, November, 
January, March, May, and mid July . Deadline for entries  
is the last day of the month prior to publication .  
So entries for November’s issue would be October 31 .
The GRSEC meets the second Saturday of each month, 
September through May, at 10:00 am . Come early at 
9:30 am with your questions or just to visit . We meet at 
the Chippewa Valley Museum, located at Carson Park,  
in beautiful Eau Claire, Wisconsin .
The GRSEC does not meet during the summer months 
(June through August) . The membership year runs May 
1st through April 30th . Membership fee is $10 .00 per 
year, beginning May 1st . Check your mailing label on the 
newsletter for your expiration date . It is on the right hand 
corner . Get your newsletter via email? Then check with 
Tom Davey, the Treasurer/Membership chair .
Our email address and website address appear at 
the top of every page in the header area. Member-
ship forms are on the back page of every issue.

GRSEC Board Members Calendar of Upcoming Events

March 10—GRSEC meeting, “Irish Genealogy,” 10 am 
short business meeting followed by program. Come 
early for coffee and treats. Chippewa Valley Museum, 
Carson Park.
March 13—Adventures in History: Book Club, 6:30 pm 
at the Chippewa Valley Museum. Book for discus-
sion: Breaking Rockefeller: The Incredible Story of the 
Ambitious Rivals Who Toppled on Oil Empire by Peter 
B Doran.
March 20—Webinar, “Oy Vay” You Want to Research 
Jewish Ancestors?” Presented by Jennifer Alford, 
sponsored by WSGS. 7 pm CST,  
register at: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/regis-
ter/1282768717209274113
March 22—”Forged in Blood: How the Iron Brigade 
Earned its Metalic Moniker” 6-7 pm, Eau Claire 
Room, LE Phillips Library. Presented by author and 
historian, Eric Schlehlein. No registration necessary.
April 14—GRSEC meeting, “Veterans Tribute Park and 
Trail in Eau Claire,” presented by Patrick Mattson. 
10 am short business meeting followed by program. 
Come early for coffee and treats. Chippewa Valley 
Museum, Carson Park.
April 17—Webinar, “On A Mission: Religion in the 
Great Lakes Region.” Presented by Cari Taplin, spon-
sored by WSGS. 7 pm CST, register at: https://attend-
ee.gotowebinar.com/register/6940041915140711427
April 20-21—Germanic Genealogy Society Spring Con-
ference, Inver Grove Heights, MN. 8:30 am to 4 pm. 
Featured speaker, Timo Kracke, Ganderkesee,  
Germany. For more information and to register: 
https://ggsmn.org/eventListings.php?nm=38
April 24—Lecture, “German-Language Newspapers: A 
History of Wisconsin.” Sauk City Public Library. 2-3 
pm, sponsored by the WI Historical Society Speakers 
Bureau.

Would you like to receive the 
Sawdust City Roots  
newsletter via email? Become 
a member and make sure 
 Tom Davey has your email 
address! 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1282768717209274113
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1282768717209274113
 https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1084030882920407553 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6940041915140711427
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6940041915140711427
 https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3160560850162780418 
https://ggsmn.org/eventListings.php?nm=38 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/288987226868500482 
mailto:tdavey%40charter.net?subject=GRSEC%20Newsletter
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Thank you to our past presenters!
Our January presenter was Jack Zais presenting on 
the Eau Claire Tire Plant. He emphasized the female 
workforce and their difficulty in securing work and 
promotion in their jobs. Jack also screened a short 
video from about the 1930s, featuring workers, con-
ditions and some employee parties held at the plant. 
Jack would like to connect with anyone who might 
have had relatives working at Gillette’s/Uniroyal in 
the early 30s and 40s in hopes of identifying some of 
the workers.

In February we heard from Ralph Schneider and 
the steps to use when writing our autobiography. It 
is important to remember our target audience and 
what they will be most interested in learning. Do not 
worry about grammer when in your writing phase be-
cause this can be cleaned up during the editing pro-
cess. Ask trusted friends to read your work and listen 
to what they say! Most important of all, have fun.
Norwegian Classes at the  
Ager Museum
Beginning Norwegian . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Mari Carlson
When . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. March 5, 12, 26 and April 2
Cost  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $45 for Ager Assoc. Members,  
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $50 for nonmembers
Time .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 10 to 11 am
Intermediate Norwegian . .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Mari Carlson
When . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .April 5, 12, 19, 26
Cost  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. As above
Time .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 to 8 pm
Advanced Norwegian.. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Eldbjorg Tobin
When . .. .. .. .. .. . March 22, 27, April 5, 12, 19, 26,  
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . May 3, 10
Cost  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..$80 Ager Assoc. Members,  
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $85 for nonmembers
Time .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 to 6:15 pm

Contact the Ager Museum for more information and 
registration. http://agerhouse .org/index .htm or by phone, 
715.834.5204

Around the World Research, 
via Webinars and Videos
Introduction to Slovenian Research by Milan  
Pohontsch. 1 hour long, presented by the BYU  
Family History Library
What Can I Do If My Ancestors Came From Poland, 
presented by James Tanner, sponsored by BYU  
Family History Library. 1 hour long.
Beginning Scottish Research, presented by James  
Tanner, sponsored by BYU Family History Library.  
1 hour long.
Top Tips for Beginning German Family History  
Research, presented by Ancestry.com . 24 min. long.
Norwegian Genealogy Study Group 1, a DearMyrtle 
Study Group Series. 1 hour and 6 min. long.
IrishGen Study Group- Brick and Mortar Resources, a 
DearMyrtle Study Group Series. 1 hour long.
Guide to How to Research Irish Genealogy, Lisa Louise 
Cooke’s Genealogy Gems, 7 min. long.
All these videos/webinars are free and easily found on 
the YouTube channel. Go to https://www .youtube .com/ 
and type your area of interest in the search box. Be 
sure to add the word, genealogy, exp. “Swedish gene-
alogy” [without the quotes].
Online Course through  
AmericanAncestors
“Researching Irish Ancestors”
Wednesdays, March 7, 14, 21, 28, and April 4, 2018, 
6:00–7:30 PM EST
Cost: $125
Class topics include:

Class #1: Irish Immigration to America
Class #2: Discovering Irish Origins: Using  
  American Resources and Records
Class #3: Survey of Irish Records Online
Class #4: Researching in Ireland
Class #5: Breaking Down Genealogical Brick 
  Walls in Irish Research

Even if you cannot attend all the broadcasts, you 
will still have access to all the course materials and a 
recording of the full course.
For more information: https://attendee .gototraining .
com/r/6454834032411081473
You need to be a member or guest of NEHGS!

http://agerhouse.org/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/
https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/6454834032411081473 
https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/6454834032411081473 
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Articles by GRSEC Members
“She Was My Cousin”   Jim Alf
In simpler times, before all this modern DNA 
stuff, when people accepted what they saw without 
scratching around in old, dusty documents, she was 
still my cousin. In those days counting on our fingers 
was good enough and a month or two shy of nine 
only meant that the doctor’s estimate was off a little. 
But now all of a sudden we have something called 
technology and we don’t want that to go to waste so 
we swab our cheeks or spit in the bottle and that’s 
how I lost a perfectly good cousin.
I actually had not paid much attention to her until I 
started to do my family tree. When it got to be more 
than a dozen pages I began sending copies to cousins 
I had interviewed and their kids, too. She was the 
oldest child of my oldest cousin Arnold so she is only 
about eight years younger than I even though she is 
of the next generation, the once removed type first 
cousin. All of my 20 first cousins grew up around Eau 
Claire and I knew most of them but this oldest one 
went off to the Second World War when I was only 
four or five. He was injured during pilot training, got 
discharged and married an Eau Claire girl in 1943, 
then hit the road to New Jersey after his first daugh-
ter was born.
In the late 1990s I researched my mother’s family and 
when Arnold came to town I got his children’s data 
and sent them a copy of the tree, back to the 14th 
century. Barbara, his oldest, was ecstatic. She had 
never seen anything like it. I sent pictures and family 
stories and she was jumping for joy, but when she 
came to town a few years later to bury Arnold next 
to her mother her enthusiasm for family history had 
question marks in it. That was when I first met her in 
person. She began asking questions about how to get 
her birth records from our local hospital where she 
had been born, wanting to know specifically what her 
birth weight was. She found out she had been born 
six months after her parents were married. If she had 
a normal birth weight, something didn’t add up. In 
addition, her grandmother had questioned Arnold’s 
paternity when Barbara was young but she had 
pushed it to the back of her mind.  

Gradually the questions became persistent and being 
a modern woman, a Hollywood actress no less, she 
took up the latest tools of genetic truth.
Barbara first questioned her elderly relatives and got 
the first name of a man her mother had dated just be-
fore marrying Arnold but her mother’s relatives were 
not helping. Except old Aunt Nettie. Miraculously, 
slipping in and out of reality in her last days, she 
uttered the man’s last name. Then, back in Hollywood 
Barbara went to Facebook. That took her to people 
in Milwaukee who agreed to DNA testing and there 
went my beautiful cousin. My family tree got a vacant 
spot and they, very welcoming, made a place for her.
DNA does surprising things. It found a replacement 
for Barbara (who still calls me cousin) out in Mary-
land. Her only brother had fathered a child 39 years 
ago, a beautiful girl who was adopted out. Barbara 
had her brother submit DNA, the daughter did so 
too, searching for biological family and bingo, I have 
a new cousin (but twice removed this time.) As I 
write this my email dinged. It is a note from Ancestry 
that my DNA packet has arrived and I will get the 
results as soon as they work through a backlog. I can 
hardly wait for more cousins and……………..my 
imagination is just wild.

If you would like to submit an article for inclusion 
in our newsletter, please contact me [Anita Reid] at 
my email address. The article can be any length and 
if images are included, please send them in a seperate 
email. This is a great way to practice your writing and 
story-telling skills.

mailto:voss523%40gmail.com?subject=newsletter%20article
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DNA, Who Are You?
I have not had my DNA “done.” You would think 
with all the commercial hype employed by Ancestry 
and MyHeritage that I would have jumped on that 
bandwagon a long time ago. I have no brick walls 
[at this time!] that I think DNA results could smash 
through nor any burning ethnicity questions. My an-
cestors arrived fairly recently and are well document-
ed. So, what is the need and am I missing something?
Two recent articles found by Roger Davis, highlight 
DNA findings, results and ultimately, what you the 
consumer does with your results. The first is titled, 
“How DNA Testing Botched My Family’s Heri-
tage, and Probably Yours, Too.” Written by Kristen V 
Brown for Gizmodo, an online website and newsletter 
for design, technology, science and science fiction. 
Brown checked results from AncestryDNA, 23and-
Me and National Geographic [partner’s with DNA 
sequencing company Helix] and got differing results 
from all three. Brown discovered that DNA tests are 
not really saying where your DNA comes from in the 
past, but where it comes from today. These are esti-
mates only and depend on “how many people with 
similar DNA to yours have already taken their test.” 
In fact, your results can change over time, as more and 
more people take DNA tests and the pool of samples 
grow larger. Each company also uses different algo-
rithms to analyze the data. To read the article: https://
gizmodo.com/how-dna-testing-botched-my-familys-
heritage-and-probab-1820932637
The second article is from Wisconsin Public Radio, 
Health News from NPR. “My Grandmother Was 
Italian. Why Aren’t My Genes Italian?,” written by 
Gisele Grayson. The author and her mother sent their 
DNA to be tested by Helix and found that the moth-
er’s results showed “31 percent from Italy and South-
ern Europe.” The author’s results had no Italy and 
Southern European results. She asked, “How could 
I have 50 percent of Mom’s DNA and not have any 
Italian?” They did another test through 23andMe and 
got even more confusing results.
The mother and daughter took their results to Dr. 
Arvinda Chakravarti of Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine for an explanation.  

Dr. Chakravarti maintained that the science for 
analyzing one’s genome is good, but the way that 
companies analyze leaves room for differing interpre-
tations. “... these tests ‘would be most accurate at the 
level of continental origins, and as you go to higher 
and higher resolution, they would become less and less 
accurate.’”
To read the entire article:
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-
shots/2018/01/22/578293890/my-grandmother-was-
italian-why-arent-my-genes-italian
So the question remains, why do we get our DNA 
tested? Is it to determine our ethnicity, or to break 
down walls due to an adoption or find an unknown 
parent? I heard an interesting discussion/frustration 
in my latest genealogy class regarding people who get 
a DNA test, upload their results, then never respond 
to potential cousins who attempt to contact them. Is 
DNA the new “gadget” that everyone must have and 
then don’t know what to do with? I would like to hear 
how others have used their DNA results in a genea-
logical setting and not just to discover their ethnicity.
A big announcement regarding DNA was released 
during ROOTSTECH this past week. MyHeritage 
introduced DNA Quest, an initiative to reunite adop-
tees with their biological families. They will be giving 
out 15,000 MyHeritage DNA kits, for free, with 
free shipping, to eligible participants. The following 
is reprinted from Dick Eastman’s Online Genealogy 
Newsletter, dated March 2, 2018.
TEL AVIV, Israel & LEHI, Utah–MyHeritage, the 
leading global destination for family history and 
DNA testing, announced today the launch of a new 
pro bono initiative, DNA Quest, to help adoptees and 
their birth families reunite through genetic testing. As 
part of this initiative, MyHeritage will provide 15,000 
MyHeritage DNA kits, worth more than one million 
dollars, for free, with free shipping, to eligible partici-
pants. Participation is open to adoptees seeking to find 
their biological family members, and to anyone look-
ing for a family member who was placed for adoption. 
Preference will be given to people who are not able to 
afford genetic testing. The first phase of the initiative 
is open to USA residents, involving adoptions that 
took place in the USA. Application opens today on 
the project website, www.dnaquest.org, which includes 
detailed information about the initiative.

One More Thing…

https://gizmodo.com/how-dna-testing-botched-my-familys-heritage-and-probab-1820932637 
https://gizmodo.com/how-dna-testing-botched-my-familys-heritage-and-probab-1820932637 
https://gizmodo.com/how-dna-testing-botched-my-familys-heritage-and-probab-1820932637 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/01/22/578293890/my-grandmother-was-italian-why-arent-my-genes-italian 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/01/22/578293890/my-grandmother-was-italian-why-arent-my-genes-italian 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/01/22/578293890/my-grandmother-was-italian-why-arent-my-genes-italian 
http://www.dnaquest.org,
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Many of the approximately 7 million adoptees living 
in the USA today are searching for their biological 
parents or siblings. The search is time-sensitive, be-
cause every year some of the people who are search-
ing pass away, missing the opportunity to reunite. 
Currently, the main avenues for adoptees and their 
biological parents to find each other are adoption 
agencies, registries created for this purpose, and ge-
netic testing. With formal adoption records being un-
available or difficult to obtain in most states, genetic 
genealogy opens new doors in the search for relatives, 
and MyHeritage believes everyone should be able to 
access this valuable technology.
To maximize the potential of this initiative to suc-
cessfully reunite families, MyHeritage has set up an 
advisory board of top experts in the fields of genetic 
genealogy and adoption to guide and support this 
initiative on a voluntary basis. This alliance ensures 
the best possible professional support for participants, 
with each advisory board member bringing unique 
expertise. The advisory board includes: CeCe Moore, 
founder of The DNA Detectives; Blaine Bettinger, 
The Genetic Genealogist; Richard Weiss of DNA 
Adoption; Richard Hill, DNA Testing Adviser; 
Katharine Wall, founder of Adopted.com; Brianne 
Kirkpatrick, founder of Watershed DNA; Pamela 
Slaton, investigative genealogist; Leah Larkin, The 
DNA Geek; and Susan Friel-Williams, Vice Presi-
dent, American Adoption Congress.
DNA Quest is an expansion to the USA of another 
one of MyHeritage’s successful pro bono projects to 
reunite adoptees from the Israeli Yemenite commu-
nity with their biological families. In that project, 
MyHeritage facilitated successful reunions between 
adoptees and their biological siblings, solving chal-
lenging cases where the protagonists were searching 
for each other without success for more than 60 years.
“We have a company culture of using our resources 
and technology for the greater good. In this spirit 
we’ve initiated several significant pro bono projects, 
such as returning looted assets from WWII to their 
rightful owners and documenting family histories and 
traditions of tribal peoples who lack access to mod-
ern technology. DNA Quest is a natural extension of 
these efforts,” said MyHeritage Founder and CEO 
Gilad Japhet, who conceived DNA Quest. “There is a 
great need for a project like this — to help adoptees 

find their biological families — and we are the right 
company to take it on. We’ve already successfully re-
united many families and are confident that through 
this initiative, together with a wonderful alliance of 
top experts, we’ll be able to utilize the power of ge-
netic genealogy to help many more.”
“Few things are more fulfilling than a life-changing 
adoptee-family reunion”, said CeCe Moore, founder 
of DNA Detectives, the largest group on Facebook 
that brings together volunteers with genetic gene-
alogy and searching experience, and those seeking 
biological family. “I’m very excited to be a member of 
the DNA Quest advisory board and look forward to 
assisting participants in finding the lost loved ones for 
whom they are yearning.”
There are already more than 1.25 million people in 
the MyHeritage DNA database — one of the fastest 
growing among the major DNA companies. Addi-
tionally, MyHeritage is unique among the top three 
DNA companies to offer the option to upload DNA 
results from other test providers, and this is available 
for free. The company is uniquely positioned to re-
unite families and has indeed facilitated many emo-
tional success stories, with more taking place in every 
passing day.
Adoptees and family members searching for their 
biological relatives can apply for a free MyHeritage 
DNA kit at DNAQuest.org through April 30, 2018. 
Participants will be selected, and their free DNA kits 
will be shipped to them by the end of May 2018. 
Results are expected as early as July 2018.
Those who have already taken a DNA test with 
another company can upload their DNA data to 
MyHeritage for free and participate in this initiative 
as well.
The privacy of all applicants and participants will be 
strictly enforced. The DNA is owned by the partici-
pants and not by MyHeritage. The company has nev-
er sold genetic data and has pledged to never do so in 
the future without users’ explicit consent. DNA Quest 
is a pro bono project without gotchas or caveats.
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2018 North Star Genealogy Conference
• Looking Back, Sharing Forward
• October 5-6 in Plymouth, MN
• Featuring Thomas W Jones, PhD, CG, CGI, FASG, FNGS 
 and Karen Mauer Jones, CG, FGBS
• Full Schedule and registration at  
 https://mngs.org/cpage.php?pt=98

2018 Wisconsin State Genealogical Society  
 Gene-A-Rama
• Rediscovering Your Love of Genealogy:  
 Moving from Overwhelmed to Organized
• April 13-14 in Oshkosh, Wisconsin
• Featured Speaker: Tony Burroughs, FUGA
• Full Schedule and registration at  
 https://wsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=248

https://mngs.org/cpage.php?pt=98
https://wsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=248
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