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A Message from the Chair

The weather is finally warming up and we can finally venture out,
whether that’s just for fun or for genealogy like a cemetery search; enjoy
and take advantage. Plus summer is around the corner giving us a few
months of time away from meetings. I don’t know about you, but my
summer is already booked! Trying to squeeze in some genealogy there
too. Hope you all enjoy your summer. Don’t forget about the picnic on
July 19th!
What a better way to celebrate May and Memorial Day than with a
Veteran’s issue! Thanks Anita. Besides our Veterans, it’s a good time
to remember all those who have passed. Isn’t that the true meaning
of Memorial Day? I know it didn’t start that way, but…. We do have
Veteran’s Day in November, too. Our family has a long list of veterans in each generation going back at least
to the Civil War. That’s as far as I’ve traced, anyway. I appreciate the opportunity to remember, celebrate, and
share them.
Thanks to all who have participated throughout the year. You have been appreciated! Don’t forget, elections at
the May meeting. Looking forward to seeing you all there!						
Pat Lindholm

Looking for something to do
this summer?
Want to index part of a cemetery?

Eau Claire county has 42 non private
cemeteries, 24 of them need updating. It is
fairly easy to do, you would be given a copy
of the last indexing of that cemetery, you are
asked to make any corrections and or
additions.
Ideally I would like the updates by the
September or October meeting; sooner if you
get it done. I would be able to meet you at the
cemetery that you are going to be indexing to
help you get going.
Thank you, Karin,
Cemetery Indexing Chairperson
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May 6-8, Festival of Nations in St. Paul, MN. The theme

of this year’s festival is “Folklore and Fairytales,” for
more information
www.festivalofnations.com/
May 7, Michael Perry at the LE Phillips Library. 2 pm
in the Eau Claire Room. No registration required.
“A conversation of balancing writing for a living and
writing for meaning.”
May 14, GRSEC monthly meeting at Chippewa Valley
Museum, 10 am, come early for coffee and visiting!
May 14, “Outhouse Archaeology” with Mark Youngblood. 2-4 pm at the Chippewa Valley Museum, $7/
adults, CVM members free. “Mark has over 30 years
of experience locating and excavating old outhouse
sites which were often used as household trash dumps
in the 19th and early 20th centuries.”
June 1, Webinar, “Working with Probate Records,” 7
pm to 8:15 pm through GoToWebinar, Lois Bromitis
Mackin, Ph.D., is a professional genealogist focusing
on American and English research.
To register:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8789126888096181761 (you need to copy and
paste this into your browser window because it is so
long)
If you’re new to webinars, check out this link:
http://blog.geneawebinars.com/p/how-it-works.html

715.836.7375
715.839.9893
715.926.5205
715.835.2655

715.225.9901

715.926.5205
715.835.1630
715.563.2616
715.828.1711

715.874.6678
715.828.2255

This newsletter is published in September, November,
January, March, May, and mid July. Deadline for entries
is the last day of the month prior to publication.
So entries for November’s issue would be October 31.
The GRSEC meets the second Saturday of each month,
September through May, at 10:00 a. m. Come early at
9:30 a. m. with your questions or just to visit. We meet at
the Chippewa Valley Museum, located at Carson Park,
in beautiful Eau Claire, Wisconsin.
The GRSEC does not meet during the summer months
(June through August). The membership year runs May
1st through April 30th. Membership fee is $10.00 per
year, beginning May 1st. Check your mailing label on the
newsletter for your expiration date. It is on the right hand
corner. Get your newsletter via email? Then check with
Tom Davey, the Treasurer/Membership chair.

Video: Finding Your Military Veterans on Fold3

If you have an ancestry.com subscription, this webinar
is available through AncestryAcademy, on the main
Ancestry page, look under “Extras.” The video lasts
approximately 40 minutes.
New German Genealogy Book through Family Roots
publishing, GRSEC member Patrick Mattson has

Our email address and website address appear at the
top of every page in the header area.

discovered this potential new resource through
Facebook. “German Census Records 1816-1916 – A
Groundbreaking New Genealogy Resource,” though
Patrick’s research suggests this book covers mainly the
Mecklenburg-Schwerin or Schleswig-Holstein area.
He would like to speak with other members more
familiar in German research regarding what is
available for German researchers.
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member of Battery D, 487th Antiaircraft Artillery
Battalion, a Heavy Machine Gunner. He passed away
in 2011 at the age of 94.

Many Thanks…

Brian Blakeley and Mary Mierow Blakeley spoke at
our March meeting. They are the authors of Ordinary
People: Our Blakeley and Mierow Families in America,
published in 2014 and winners of awards from the
Wisconsin Historical Society and Wisconsin Genealogical Society. Brian and Mary are originally from
Eau Claire but both now live north of Menomonie.

Lloyd R. Youngell, Brother of

Frances Youngell, served in
the 95th Division, Company K,
379th. He was killed in action on
4 December 1944, in France.

Patrick Mattson spoke during our April meeting on
his experience attending the 2016 RootsTech meeting
in Salt Lake City, Utah. He also spent time visiting the
Family History Library. RootsTech is now billed as
“the largest family history event in the world,” and is
hosted by FamilySearch.
RootsTech 2017 will be held on February 8-11, 2017,
Salt Lake City, Utah. Admission, registration and hotel
accommodations have not yet been announced.

Memorial Day Trivia

1. What was Memorial Day originally called?
2. Who did Memorial Day originally honor?
3. Who didn’t celebrate Memorial Day until
after World War I?
4. What New York city is designated as the
birthplace of Memorial Day?
5. What time does a “national moment of
remembrance” takes place?
Answers at the end of this newsletter.
This month we will be highlighting stories, short
biographies, and images of veterans who have served
or are currently serving in our military. Thank you to
all GRSEC members who contributed their veteran’s
stories. All veteran’s photographs were provided by
family members and are used with their permission.
Francis H. Youngell

by Diane Youngell
Francis Youngell served
during World War II in the
United States Army from
September 12, 1941 to
November 13, 1945. Serving
in the Pacific Theater islands
near New Guinea as a

HMC (SS) Bruce Lindholm (Ret.)

by Pat Lindholm

Bruce, son of Robert and
Janice (Hamilton) Lindholm,
was born in Eau Claire but
grew up in Hammond, WI.
After high school he attended
UWEC as well as serving in
the US Army Reserves in the
652nd Engineer Company as a
demolition expert. After five
and a half years in the Army
Reserves, Bruce transferred
to the Navy where he spent 20 years on active duty. He
received basic training at Great Lakes and attended
Medical Corps School in San Diego, CA. He became a
medical technologist after schooling in Bethesda, MD,
serving in Jacksonville, FL, and Beaufort, SC. While in
Jacksonville, he obtained a masters degree in
business administration through Central MI
University. Bruce attended the Naval Undersea
Medical Institute (NUMI) in Groton, CT, becoming
an independent duty corpsman aboard submarines.
He served on the USS Henry L. Stimson SSBN 655 in
Charleston, SC; the USS Andrew Jackson SSBN 619
home ported in Holy Loch, Scotland; and the USS
Pargo SSN 650 in Groton, CT. His shore duty
rotations were spent teaching at NUMI. Following his
retirement from the Navy in March 1995, Bruce
worked for Pfizer Pharmaceuticals in their safety
division. Upon his second retirement, Bruce returned
to Eau Claire where he pursues his hobbies.
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by Tom Davey

Roland Keith Davey,
originally of rural Chippewa
Falls, served during World
War II in the Army Air
Corps. He was born 31 Aug.
1922 to Ed and Bertha Davey.
Roland attended Eau Claire
High School were a yearbook
homeroom picture shows
him as a freshman with a very
self assured attitude. Later he
attended secondary school in South Beloit,
Wisconsin for a short time before enlisting in the
Army Air Corps in Grant, Illinois at the age of 20.
Family stories tell of a capable pilot who flew many
combat missions during the war, but that history has
yet to surface in the research records. What is known
is that in the later part of the war he returned to the
States, serving at the Flight Training Center at March
Field near Riverside, California. On Wednesday night,
November 15, 1944 at 10:18 pm the B-24 Liberator
bomber he was acting navigator of, crash landed at the
field. Due to the pilot’s skill, all five crewmen walked
away from the crash with no more than minor
injuries.
Nine days later, however, Second Lieutenant Roland
K. Davey was killed in a second crash at March Field.
No details have been found regarding the crash. Lt.
Davey was laid to rest in Lakeview Cemetery in Eau
Claire, Wisconsin. As a tribute to his brave service, he
is memorialized on the Veterans Memorial Plaques at
the Eau Claire Legion Club and Eau Claire Memorial
High School.
Gerald “Jerry” Voss

by Anita (Voss) Reid
Jerry, a local north side
boy, served in World War
II with the 129th Signal Radio Intelligence Company,
spending time “on every
lonely hill” in the French
countryside and some “not
so nice” places in
Germany.

Gerald W. Voss was the youngest child of George and
Anna (Pederson) Voss. The only boy with three older
sisters, his family nickname was “Sonny.” He
graduated from Eau Claire Senior High School in
1939 and worked as a power company lineman until
enlisting on September 9, 1942 in Milwaukee. He
spent most of his military time transmitting communications between the front lines and headquarters while stationed in France and Germany. He was
honorably discharged on his birthday, December 21,
(1945), rode the train home and walked up the hill
from the depot to surprise his mother for Christmas.
Dad remained in government service, the U. S. Postal
Service, working as a letter carrier and examination
specialist for 35 years, retiring in 1980. You could find
him every Wednesday afternoon and weekends playing golf at Lake Hallie Golf course. He spent his free
time driving the back roads of Wisconsin in search of
root beer stands and ice cream shops. He died June 8,
2003 and is buried next to his parents in the
Lutheran Church cemetery on Omaha street, just up
the road from the home his grandparents built and
where he grew up.
Bert C. Mars

by Linda McClelland

Bert Mars was descended from
a long line of military veterans.
Members of that family line
have served in every American
conflict from the French and
Indian War of colonial times
to the present. Grandpa Bert
was a private in Troop L, First
Regiment Wisconsin Calvary
National Guard until being
drafted into the regular army.
He and his division were sent to Fort Hood where
they were told there were enough calvary units and
they were made the 120th Filed Artillery. Grandpa was
a wagoner and drove his team of horses on a supply
wagon for many of WW I’s famous battles. He once
told my father that after one battle (I think it was
the Argon forest) there were so many dead he could
not get the horses to go past them. He had to take
blankets and cover the dead before his horses would
move on. During times off and after the Armistice,
the wagoners held races and Grandpa is pictured in
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the regiment history book with his winning team of
black horses, Bud and Dick. After the war, Grandpa returned to the Town of Spring Brook in Dunn
county. He married my Grandma, Anna Henriksen of
Downsville, in Racine in November 1919. Their first
two sons were named Bud and Dick. Grandma named
all the rest of the children.
Juanita Garvin Erickson

by Pat Lindholm

Juanita was the first of five
children of J. Howard and
Mildred (Fitzgerald) Garvin,
born 29 October 1923, in
Ashland, WI. She was the great
granddaughter of a Civil War
veteran who was paroled from
Andersonville Prison. A cousin
of her grandmother was a
veteran of the Spanish
American War, and her father was a veteran of World
War I. After graduating from De Padua High School,
she attended St. Scholastica College in Duluth, MN
and then World War II broke out. Her father, his
cousin, and her mother’s sister all entered service and
she decided she needed to contribute also. Interrupting her education, she went to Washington, DC and
taught business subjects for the Navy Department.
Deciding that wasn’t enough, she joined the Marine Corps. She enlisted 12 October 1944 receiving
basic training at Camp Lejeune, NC. A majority of
her service was spent back in DC but also served in
Pennsylvania and Alabama. While in DC, she was
often mistaken for Kate Smith. Juanita was discharged
15 August 1945. She returned to St. Scholastica to
complete her education. She went on to teach business
education in Ashland at both Northland College and
Ashland High; in high schools in Morris, MN, Saxon
and Hurley, WI; and concluded her career at Gogebic
Community College in Ironwood, Michigan. Juanita
was very active in the American Legion. She served as
the 11th district adjutant advancing to the first
woman to be elected a district commander in
Wisconsin. She was also elected state vice commander. During this term, she was adopted by the
Chippewa Indian tribe in Lac du Flambeau, given
the name Oge-Ma-Que meaning queen or head lady.
She married Leif Erickson of Ashland. They had two

daughters, Pat and Pam. Juanita died in Altoona,
Wisconsin on April 3, 1997. Her cremains were
scattered in Northern Wisconsin. A memorial stone is
in the St. Agnes Cemetery, Ashland.
by Kathleen Smith
Arthur Thoen served in the
U. S. Army in the Pacific Theatre at Guadalcanal during
World War II. His unit, the
776th Amphibian Tank
Battalion received a commendation from A. V. Arnold, Major General, “… for outstanding
performance of duty in spearheading the assault elements of
the Division in its attack on
Okinawa, …” Arthur died March 3, 2000 and was laid
to rest in Rest Haven Gardens Cemetery.
Arthur Thoen
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Kenneth Engwald Thoen,

brother of Arthur, served his
country in the U. S. Air Force
and flew missions over France
and Germany. When the war
ended he visited Hitler’s famous
“Eagle’s Nest” in the Bavarian
Alps above the town of
Berchtesgaden. Kenneth died in
2012 and is also interred in Rest
Haven Cemetery.
Taps
Fading light dims the sight
And a star gems the sky, gleaming bright.
From afar drawing nigh—Falls the night.
Day is done, gone the sun.
From the lake, from the hills, from the sky.
All is well, safely rest, god is nigh.
Then good night, peaceful night,
Till the light of dawn shineth bright,
God is near, do not fear—
Friend, good night.
Maj. General Daniel Butterfield
Civil War
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Mary Carlson

[Please know that names have been changed for the
living involved in this article.]
Our sister-in-law, grew up an only child in far northeast England. Her journey to the USA began with her
marriage to my brother-in-law in June of 2009. He
lived near Miles City, Montana.
My husband retired Sept. 6, 2013, and two days later
we hit the road to visit his ill brother and meet his
wife. As we traveled closer to their home in very rural
Miles City, we were astounded at the topography and
barren landscape where they lived on Moon Creek
Road, 35 miles from no-where over rut filled, muddy
at that time, roads. We were in the boondocks. We
were warmly greeted by them, and Kathleen was “over
the moon” meeting her only “brother” and sister-inlaw. We visited for two days, and I gleaned more of the
details of her search for her biological father and possibly siblings. As the oldest of six bickering, sparring
siblings, I could barely relate to her having no one for
support and love… and bickering? I was certainly
more than willing to help her find her “real family” if
indeed she had one.
Kathleen told me her father, Gabriel Kelley, had been
stationed in England during World War II. She said
her mother and he married. She has the marriage
record from England. He returned to the United
States after the war ended, and was discharged from
the Army Air Corps on 31
Oct 1945. She had secured his
Honorable Discharge papers
from the military. His birthdate was listed as 22 April
1918 in Somerville, Massachusetts. As a member of a
Bombardment Squadron, he
received medals and citations
for the Air Offensive Europe,
Central Europe, Normandy,
Northern France, the Rhineland, and the Ardennes.
Kathleen’s birth certificate from England lists her
father as Gabriel Kelley.
On our return from Montana, I started to dig. The
email correspondence between us hastened.

Kathleen obtained a copy of Gabriel Kelley’s birth certificate. That listed his parents’ names: Manuel Kelley
and Mary. At various intervals between Sept. 2013
and March 2014, I diligently searched Ancestry and
other genealogical sites for her family. I did find Manuel and Mary and their children, one of whom was
Gabriel. Even though she gave me the date of death of
her father in Massachusetts, 09 Feb 1965, I have not
been able to find additional documentation. His last
known address listed on some “not burned” records
from the military was listed as Somerville, MA. The
place of burial was not given.
I contacted the Somerville Public Library. They could
not find an obituary for him. As the leads started
to dry up, I decided to search instead for his United States wife taken from Gabriel’s military record
provided by Kathleen (wife: Mary H. Kelley). In early
March 2014, I found a name on Ancestry with a
notation of an obituary. I was hopeful. I again contacted the Somerville Library, and they quickly emailed
the full obituary. I was not at all certain she was the
correct person. I had qualms about sharing with
Kathleen, as I did not wish to raise her hopes without
additional data.
I have lost the trail of how the next months transpired, but either by phone or email, I finally disclosed
to Kathleen that I had found an obituary of Gabriel’s
spouse. It listed Gabriel as her deceased spouse, along
with their son, and his descendants. She immediately
asked me to send her the information. Not a week
later, we received a phone call mid-morning from
Kathleen. She was in tears… could barely speak and
her English dialect made it difficult. We assumed
something had happened to Doug’s brother who now
was quite ill.
“No, no, she said, may I speak with Mary? I talked
to me brother. You helped me find him, Mary.
Thank you. Thank you. He lives in Massachusetts.
He remembers our father. He was a nice man!”
With the info I had given her, she used the Internet to
find an address and phone number. She was scared to
call him, so wrote a letter and snail mailed it explaining who she was. He received her letter, and immediately called her—right before she called me. Her
brother, said that he had been searching for her for
years, as he heard from his uncles, that he had a sister.
He had been to England a couple times for business,
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and searched for her. He knew where his mother and
their dad were buried, and in fact, took care of the
grave. Kathleen was “over the moon” to learn that she
now had a half-brother and a brother-in-law Doug.
What a hugely wonderful reunion day for Kathleen
and her brother. The awesome gift of two only children with different mothers and the same father
searching for each other independently, and finally
talking to each other is emotionally gratifying for everyone. Kathleen and her brother have met and visited
in person a few times. Her husband died in Montana a
year ago. She is lonely again, but knows she has family
who love her.
Intermittently, I have continued the search for an
obituary for Gabriel. I hate to admit that I cannot
even find his death date (as provided) on Ancestry. I
will find it someday, but before I forget all the details,
I decided to capture the info. Over this Journey to
the Moon, I have researched the subject of American
troops who had relationships with English women
who became mothers. The soldiers returned to their
lives in the US leaving approximately 20,000 children
abandoned. Over seventy years have passed since
the termination of WWII. Many of those mothers
and birth fathers are deceased. The children search
for their siblings, and seek to claim their U. S. Citizenship. The difficulty in finding plausible records is
diminished as a result of a massive fire at the National
Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, MO in 1973,
and the natural permanent loss of records familiar to
genealogists everywhere. But, with continuous digitization and Freedom of Information requests, the
records will become accessible and the Journey to the
Moon scenario will be repeated.

on a name opens a new window with pictures and
newspaper articles on each solider. Not every veteran
is listed and some will only have a few lines from a
newspaper article, while others will have much more
information. Limitations include no source information as to the newspaper date or page. A wonderful
“jumping off ” point. http://www.chippewavalleyww2.
org/
Norway: Occupation, Peace & Prosperity

From Brekke Tours & Travel, “Norwegians World
Wide of Tucson invites you to join this exciting tour
of Norway focusing on the German occupation
during World War II, the civil resistance of the Norwegian people during the occupation, the impact of
the peace on the population and the prosperity of
Norway seventy years later.” September 2—14, 2017.
For more information phone: 1-800-437-5302, email:
Tours@BrekkeTours.com, or visit their website at
http://www.BrekkeTours.com .
Memorial Day Trivia answers:

1. Decoration Day.
2. Those who fought in the Civil War.
3. Many southern states celebrated their Civil War
soldiers on various days. After World War I those
southern states joined with the north for
observing all soldiers sacrifices on May 30.
4. Waterloo, New York has a documented tradition
of placing flowers on the graves of Civil War
soldiers beginning May 5, 1866.
5. All Americans should observe a minute of silence
beginning at 3 pm local time.

Sources for this article include the following:

“English War Babies Search for U. S. Fathers…”, Los Angeles
Times, December 15, 1989, Tracy Thompson, The Washington Post.
“The Children They Left Behind,” Janet Baker, 1996; originally published in Lest We Forget, vol. 4, no. 2, April 1996.

This and That…
Chippewa Valley’s Contribution to World War II

Inspired and directed by Harold “Diz” Kronenberg
This website features many hundreds of local young
men and women from the Chippewa Valley. Clicking
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