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Welcome Spring?

By the time you read this I hope winter has gone back to where ever winter goes and stays there.
While I love doing on-line research in my comfy lounge pants and slippers, I can’t wait to get back to the
genealogy room in Menomonie and the court house to look
at actual records you can’t get on line. I have been using my
snow days to good purpose. I have been using some Danish
sites I found in a resource book this summer (more on that
to follow). My cousin, Mark, has decided to do family history
and he has been a great partner. He has been using the Danish
Archives site https://www.sa.dk/en/ and has taken us back five
generations and found the birth records for my ggrandfather
and
his siblings. I have also gone back into https://www.findagrave.com/and found a lot of new information. So use the
snow time to do research if you can and know spring is on the
way.
Happy Hunting,
Linda
P. S. I did see a ROBIN!

Tech Tuesdays at LE Phillips Library

Held on the second Tuesday every month between 2
and 4 pm in the Dabble Box. You can also schedule
an appointment with a Tech Tamer by visiting:
https://www.ecpubliclibrary.info/techtamer/
Our library
has a large
selection
of fee-free
digital media
for cardholders. Everything from
E-readers to
smartphones.
Check it out!
Downloaded from https://commons.wikimedia.org/,
19 February 2019. Author is Jeremy Keith.

School bell from Pole Bridge one-room school, Adams
County, Wisconsin.
Photograph by Anita Reid
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GRSEC Board Members
Genealogical Research Society of Eau Claire (GRSEC)
Chairman/President

Linda McClelland

Get your newsletter via email? Then check with Tom
Davey, the Treasurer/Membership chair.
Our email address and website address appear at
the top of every page in the header area. Membership forms are on the back page of every issue.

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Vice Chairman/President

Larry Wold........................................ 715-726-0499

March 9- GRSEC Meeting, Chippewa Valley Museum, 10 to 11 am. Short business meeting at 10 followed by presentation. Also, Kevin, on the reference
staff at LE Phillips library will give a talk on using
“the Cloud” in our research.
March 14- Webinar, sponsored by the Georgia
Genealogical Society. “Say Amen: Going to Church
with the Master- Finding the Mother Church,”
presented by Char McCargo Bah. Subject: Inside the
walls of the pre-Civil War churches. 7 pm to 8:15 pm
CDT. More information: https://www.gagensociety.
org/webinar-schedule
March 2019- Webinar, sponsored by WI State
Genealogical Society. “Is Great-Grandmother Really
Native American? An Introduction to Native American genealogical Research.” Presented by Janice
Lovelace. 7 pm CST. https://register.gotowebinar.com/
register/7626238334278423043
March 21- Webinar, sponsored by NEHGS. “Using
and Evaluating Published Genealogies,” presented
by Alicia Crane Williams, FASG, 2 pm to 3 pm CDT.
Register here: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5887070425402563075?source=website
April 13 - GRSEC Meeting, Chippewa Valley
Museum, 10 to 11 am. Short business meeting at 10
followed by presentation Prof. Jane Pederson, author
of Between Memory and Reality. There will also be a
short talk by Reference Librarian Anna Zook regarding FamilySearch.
April 16- Webinar, sponsored by WI State
Genealogical Society. “Picture This: Cataloging
Digital Family Photographs.” Presented by Nancy
E Loe. 7 pm CST. https://register.gotowebinar.com/
register/3307326973560366851

Secretary

Ken Kiesow....................................... 715-877-2319

Treasurer/Membership

Tom Davey......................................... 715.835.2655

Program Chair

Kathy Herfel....................................... 715.926.5205

Cemetery Indexing

Karin Pettis........................................ 715.225.9901

Historian

Linda McClelland

Obituary Chair

Kathy Herfel....................................... 715.926.5205

Librarians

Roger Davis....................................... 715.835.1630
Patricia Anderson............................. 715.563.2616

Website

Michaela Walters............................... 715.828.1711

LE Phillips Library Liaison

Renee Ponzio.................................... 715-839-1683

Publicity

Deb Jarvar.......................................... 715.874.6678

Newsletter

Anita Reid.......................................... 715.828.2255

This newsletter is published in September, November, January, March, May, and mid July. Deadline for
entries is the 25th of the month prior to publication.
(e.g. entries for November’s issue would be October
25.)
The GRSEC meets the second Saturday of each
month, September through May, at 10:00 am. Come
early at 9:30 am with your questions or just to visit.
We meet at the Chippewa Valley Museum, located at
Carson Park, in beautiful Eau Claire, Wisconsin.
The GRSEC does not meet during the summer
months (June through August). The membership
year runs May 1st through April 30th. Membership
fee is $10.00 per year, beginning May 1st. Check your
mailing label on the newsletter for your expiration
date. It is on the right hand corner.
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April 20, 2019- “Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.
org: What to Expect and What Not to Expect,” presented by Lori Bessler, Reference Librarian at the
Wisconsin Historical Society. McMillian Memorial
Library, 490 E Grand Ave., Wisconsin Rapids. 9:30
am in the All-purpose room.
Looking for more educational experiences? Here is
a direct link to Cindi’s List, “Education>Online
Courses and Webinars.”
https://www.cyndislist.com/education/online-courses-and-webinars/

UW- La Crosse:
https://www.uwlax.edu/murphylibrary/special-collections/collections/digital-collections/

Census Records and Where to Find Them

Yes, you do not need Ancestry to find a census record.
And yes, census data is not released to the public
until 72 years after the census data was collected. This
makes the 1940 census the most recent and the 1950
census the most anticipated (scheduled release date,
April of 2022).

Welcome to our newest member!
He arrived about
three weeks early,
but is now home
with his big brother
and sister. Congratulations to Sarah H.
and family!
Sarah, it is time to
update your family
tree.

Photograph courtesy of Sarah H.

Thank you to our past presenters

Our January presenter was, Dr. Bill Hopkins on
“Mayflower 101.” Bill is a member of the General
Society of Mayflower Descendants and has Mayflower
descendants from both his father and mother’s sides
of the family.
2020 will commemorate 400 years of Mayflower
history. Here is a great website to learn more.
https://mayflower.americanancestors.org
Our February presenter was Karen Jacobsen our
Chippewa Valley Museum Director. She spoke on the
rise and fall of one-room schools, using Sunnyview
School as a prime example. A fun program with some
good books and photographs to admire. Many in the
audience also brought photographs and shared their
memories. The “Teacher Rules” made me [Anita] realize I would not have been a successful teacher back
then!
A great resource for your “teacher” ancestors are the
digital collections from the institutions that offered
the teaching programs in the 1920s and later. Here are
two where I have found photographs. You can search
within each collection by surname too!
UW- Eau Claire: https://library.uwec.edu/spaces-collections/digital-collections/

The Free Sites
• The Internet Archive
https://archive.org/search.php?query=genealgy&and[]=collection%3A%22us_census%22
• FamilySearch.org
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
• 1940 Census
https://1940census.archives.gov/
The Pay Sites
• Ancestry.com
https://www.ancestry.com/
• MyHeritage.com
https://www.myheritage.com/
• Findmypast.com
https://www.findmypast.com
The huge difference in the Internet Archive site and
all others? This site has reproduced scans from the
original microfilm. In fact, there are often multiple
scans for the same state. All for the 1920 census, but
scans produced in 1992 and so forth, scanned by
various companies. The downside? These are browse
only, there is no name search capability. This means
you must use another site to find your ancestor and
then find that same page on the Internet Archive site.
The multiple sites having different scans of the same
census does work in our favor. If you cannot read
something on Ancestry, switch to FamilySearch and
the image may be much clearer.
Other Types of Census Schedules
• Agricultural
• Manufacturing
• Mortality (1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 only)
• American Indians
My Favorite Census Schedules! The state census
records from New York, especially the 1855-1875
records. They asked the county of birth and how long
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the individual had lived in the county. Unfortunately,
the only access point seems to be through paid sites.
You can find genealogical societies who have posted
transcribed or abstracted records, but those are few
and far between.
LE Phillips Library does have all the Wisconsin Census schedules on microfilm. Wisconsin State census
forms were head of household only until 1905, the
last state census enumerated. The Wisconsin State
Historical Library has the Federal Population Schedules for all states on microfilm.
The National Archives has the some of the best information on the census. Check their site for clues and
tips here:
https://www.archives.gov/research/census
FamilySearch Wiki’s United States Census also has a
wonderful overview of census records here:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_
Census

“Canadian Air Force Attracts
Eau Claire Man”

The Eau Claire Leader (Eau Claire, Wisconsin), 25
October 1940, p. 22. (includes a photograph)
Norman Hahn of Eau Claire was accepted into the
Royal Canadian Air Force in 1940. We received the
following email from his son, Norm Hahn Jr.
“In 1940, my Dad went to Canada and enlisted in
the Royal Canadian Air Force and became a WWII
bomber pilot. Later when the US entered the war he
transferred to the Navy. I have collected his letters,
photographs, and newspaper articles of his life during
that period. Also letters written from the Mothers
whose sons were in training with him to his Mother.
In addition I have the US Navy Seabees Cruisebooks
of WWII and a letter written from a Seabee back to
his family the day Japan surrendered.”
To view them: http://nmcb62alumni.org/10_WWIICruiseBook.php
Thank you Mr Hahn for the email and information.
You can go through the past issues of Eau Claire
newspapers and read many articles regarding
Norman “Kee” Hahn’s WWII experiences. The link to
the WWII Cruise Book has high quality scans of the
book and some fascinating images.

grsec@cvmuseum.com

Allen County Public Library (ACPL)

One of the premier genealogy libraries in the country,
ACPL is located in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Just a short
8 plus hours and 483 miles away! But, this library and
some of it’s databases are as close as your computer.
http://www.genealogycenter.org/
Look for the the box titled “Begin Your Discovery.”
You have two options: Search our Free Databases and
Search the ACPL Catalog. If you want to see what records are available with the Free Database collection,
look at the very top of the page. A dark blue banner
with white lettered headings. Click on the down
arrow for “Databases” then “Free Databases” for more
information. Briefly:
Free Database Collections
• Microtext Catalog listing microfilm and
microfiche holdings.
• Allen County Resources
• Family Resources Contains family histories
and files submitted by researchers.
• Indiana Resources
• Other States Resources
• African American Gateway
• Family Bible Records
• Genealogy Center Surname File See who
else is researching your family names.
• Native American Gateway
• Our Military Heritage
Going back to the main Genealogy Center page, if
you put a surname in the search box “Search our Free
Databases” ALL the above databases will be searched,
or you can go directly to each individual database and
search only that database. Grab a cup of coffee and
prepare to spend a few hours exploring this wonderful library website.

“It Pays To Read the Footnotes”

A wonderful article from the blog, A Family
Tapestry, written by Jacqi Stevens. She has been writing the blog since 2011. Here is the link to her home
page and a direct link to the article. Always take the
time to read the footnotes!
http://afamilytapestry.blogspot.com/2019/02/it-paysto-read-footnotes.html
http://afamilytapestry.blogspot.com/
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Starting United Kingdom Research? These
websites might help

• National Library of Scotland is a favorite
for their maps. Many tips on researching.
https://www.nls.uk/family-history
• Scotland’s People is free to search, but a
charge to view and download.
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
• FamilySearch an oldie but goodie. Try the
Research Wiki, located under the search tab, then
“Guided Research.”
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
• The Proceedings of Old Bailey, 1674-1913
has records from London’s criminal court. Looks
very interesting, check out the “Getting Started” and
“Guide to Searching” tutorials.
https://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
• The National Archives of Ireland
http://www.nationalarchives.ie/
• Internet Archives, type “Scotland” into the
search box and you will receive over 65,000 results.
On the left side of the page you can narrow your
search by media type.
https://archive.org/
• David Rumsey’s Historical Maps, a great
collection
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
• The National Library of Wales
Newspaper Collection
https://newspapers.library.wales/

This list is put together by Lisa L, author of the blog
Are You My Cousin? Lisa blogs about resources and
tools needed to help in researching your family
history.

Map downloaded 25 February from Mapswire,
free maps of the United Kingdom.
https://mapswire.com/

Most, but not all of these websites are free to use!
Remember that many record collections from the UK
are available on the pay sites, such as FindMyPast and
Ancestry. Happy Hunting!
• The UK National Archives
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
• Free UK Genealogy: free access to birth,
marriage and death records beginning in 1837. Also
includes census data from 1841-1891. Check back
often for updates.
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/
• GENUKI described as a virtual library of genealogical resources of UK and Irish genealogy.
https://www.genuki.org.uk/
• General Register Office (GRO) an index of
births and deaths, a fee for ordering paper/pdf copies
of records
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/
default.asp

More Foreign Research

Norway
The blog Norwegian Genealogy and then some, has
some wonderful research help available from the
front page. Under the banner of the beautiful mountains, are two databases. “Norwegian Genealogy
Dictionary, and “Cause of Death.” The last database
is taken from Norwegian Church records. Who knew
that Blev myrdet is “was murdered!”
http://martinroe.com/blog/
From the Rootstech blog, “3 Tips for Getting Started with Scandinavian Research.” A three-part series
based on a presentation by Finn Karlsen during the
2017 RootsTech conference. Includes links to the
websites mentioned.
https://www.rootstech.org/blog/3-tips-for-getting-started-with-scandinavian-genealogy-research
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From FamilySearch
Here is the direct link to the Research Wiki page:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
At the top of the page, click “Search” and “Research
Wiki”
On the right side of the page, near the top, is a search
box, put in “Norwegian word list”
An amazing listing with English translations. If you
don’t want to keep referring back to a web page, look
to the right and click on “PDF File” and download
the whole thing to your computer or laptop.
You can do the same thing with any foreign language.
Sweden
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Swedish_Genealogical_Word_List
Poland
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Polish_Genealogical_Word_List
Slovakia Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Slovakia_Genealogy
Please take a look at FamilySearch’s Research Wiki,
it is a great resource when you have no idea about
where to go next.

The Danish book has a great deal of information.
There are activities for young people to do to help
them become familiar with their family members.
There are games such as word finds, crossword puzzles, paper dolls, mazes, recipes, etc. There was also
two pages of resources for research. I am working my
way through them and find them very helpful.
The company who published the workbook is the
Zap the Grandma Gap group. I went on the internet
at www.zapthegrandmagap.com to see what other
groups they have available. There weren’t that many
groups available: German, British, Civil War and a
few others. There are downloads available so it might
be a good place to look. While it is geared for children
and young people, there are many things of interest
for adults too. You never know when you might find
something to give you a clue.
Links
Museum of Danish America
https://www.danishmuseum.org/
McPherson County, Kansas, Old Mill Museum
https://www.mcphersoncountyks.us/20/
Old-Mill-Museum

Articles by a GRSEC Members

National Genealogy Lecture Tour Stops in
Green Bay

Ancestor Resources For Children
(And Curious Adults)
Linda McClelland
This summer my friend, Janice, and I went on a
genealogy road trip. First we went to Elkhorn, Iowa,
a large Danish community. There is a large Danish genealogy museum there. They have staff who will help
you with research, including native speaking interns
from Denmark. At the museum I found a lot of items
that a Scandinavian researcher would bring back to
children: Historic Viking Paperdolls, Viking coloring
books, and an activity book, My Danish Ancestor. I
didn’t study it much at the time as we were leaving for
the Swedish community of Lindsborg, Kansas. This
is the largest Swedish community in the U.S. and a
genealogy museum. While there, I saw the activity
book for Swedish research and Pioneer research. Not
having any Swedish ancestors, I bought the Danish
Pioneer book.

One More Thing…
Renowned Ulster Historical Foundation
Presents at Central Library
The Brown County Library is pleased to announce
that Mr. Fintan Mullan and Ms. Gillian Hunt of the
Ulster Historical Foundation will present four backto-back programs on Irish and Scots-Irish genealogy
for beginners and active family historians on Wednesday, March 13, 2019 in the Auditorium of the Central
Library, 515 Pine Street, downtown Green Bay.
Programs Include:
9:15-10:30 am “Introduction to Irish and Scots-Irish
Family History Research”
10:45 am-12 pm “Census Substitutes and Other
Useful but Lesser-known sources”
12:45-2 pm “The Importance of Irish Land Divisions: Understanding Townlands”
2:15-3:15 pm “Irish Church Records for Use in
Genealogical Research”
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A light meal will be available for purchase at the
event. Please register for program and meal by calling
920-448-5815.
Mullan and Hunt will also accept reservations for
one-on-one, 20-minute consultations for a fee (please
no checks). Spaces are limited. Please call 920-4485815 to schedule an appointment.

Society for German American Studies

43rd Annual Meeting and Symposium, Madison,
Wisconsin, April 11-15 “German in America: Words,
Sounds, and Images”
Pre-registration is $75 for the entire symposium or
$40 per day.
Sessions include:
“Problems during World War II and Efforts to
Maintain Relations in Its Wake”
“Letters of German Americans”
“Immigrants and Immigration”
“German Heritage”
“German Americans’ Identity and Loyalty”
“Making primary Documents Accessible”
a panel discussion
For more information on all sessions, cost, and symposium venue, please click here: https://sgas.org/

Wisconsin State Genealogical Society’s 2019
Gene-A-Rama
“Uncovering Resources I Wish I had Known about
Sooner”
March 29 and March 30, 2019
Stoney Creek Hotel and Conference center, Onalaska,
Wisconsin
Click here for more information: https://wsgs.org/
cpage.php?pt=248
Click here for pricing and online registration:
https://wsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=251
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life. Our programs introduce his writings, talk about
his views of immigration, seek to understand the immigrant experience, and place all of this in its historical and contemporary context.
The programs are free* and open to the general
public. Presentations will reveal interesting aspects of
Eau Claire history, culture, and literature and will also
provide opportunities for discussion with presenters
and other members of the audience.
Most programs will be of interest to teens and adults
from all walks of life. These programs will carry you
back to the early years of the 20th century and ask you
to consider that history from our present-day perspectives.

*Payment of $27 (by March 14) for reception and

banquet may be made electronically or by check:
Treasurer, Ager Association, PO Box 1742, Eau Claire,
WI 54702-1742
Programs include:
March 22
Davies Center, UW- Eau Claire 4 pm
“Ager and American Literature” Tim Hirsch
Norwegian Buffet 6 pm
March 23
Waldemar Ager Museum 9 to 12 noon
Open House, tours
Mayo Clinic Health system Auditorium, 2:30 pm
“Norwegian Migration: Women, Gender and
Historical Patterns” Betty Bergland
Pablo Center 7:30 pm
Eau Claire Chamber Orchestra concert; featuring
Norwegian composers
For more information click here: http://www.agerhouse.org/150th-birthday.htm

Celebrating Waldemar Ager’s
150th Birthday
March 22 and 23, 2019
Conversations about Immigrant Identity

Would you like to receive the
Sawdust City Roots
newsletter via email? Become
a member and make sure
Tom Davey has your email
address!

Observing its 25th anniversary, the Ager Association
remembers 1869, the year of Waldemar Ager’s birth,
and is celebrating, in 2019, his 150th birthday. In his
newspaper articles and in his novels and stories, Ager
wrote about the people he knew and observed in daily
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GRSEC Membership Application
Name (Last, First, MI)				

Please print or type

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Phone						Email					Date

Area of Research and Surnames
Annual dues of $10 per household/year are collected in May. Please make your check payable to GRSEC and
return with completed form to: GRSEC c/o Chippewa Valley Museum, PO Box 124, Eau Claire, WI 54702-1204

