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Hi all:
I hope everyone is enjoying these last beautiful days of fall. We all know what is coming.
As a genealogical society, we frequently get materials looking for a home.
Recently, we received a Bible, written in Norwegian that belonged to a Nesgard family from Eau Claire. Inside were items that would cause a genealogist to drool. There is a photo for Mrs. Adolph Nesgard. There are
also WWI discharge papers for John Nesgard and a cemetery deed for John and Tillie Nesgard. There is also a
listing of children and births on the back cover.
We have also received a zip lock bag of info: obits, marriages, and births for families in the Eau Claire area.
There are also pictures taken in Eau Claire.
Since we are having a Show and Tell in November, I will bring all these items for everyone to look over. Maybe
someone will find a treasure. Hope to see you all in November.
Linda

Christmas Wish List

“If you don’t know
history, you don’t
know anything. You
are a leaf that doesn’t
know it is part of a
tree”
—Michael Crichton

• A new laptop!
• Enough reading glasses for every room in the
house.
• Church baptismal record for _______ .
• A family Bible like the one Linda describes.
• An all-expenses paid trip to the Family History
Library in Salt Lake for one week!
• A person to clean up my files, all the papers;
scan them into the computer and de-clutter my
space.
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GRSEC Board Members
Genealogical Research Society of Eau Claire (GRSEC)
Chairman/President

Linda McClelland

Get your newsletter via email? Then check with Tom
Davey, the Treasurer/Membership chair.
Our email address and website address appear at
the top of every page in the header area. Membership forms are on the back page of every issue.

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Vice Chairman/President

Larry Wold........................................ 715-726-0499

Nov. 9- GRSEC meeting, 10 am. Short business
meeting followed by our program- “Show and Tell.”
Please bring your “finds” from the past year and share
with everyone. Chippewa Valley Museum.
Nov. 14- Webinar, sponsored by MN Genealogical
Society. “Finding Gabriel,” 7 pm to 8:15 pm, presented by David Trudeau. “Using genealogy and DNA
analysis and the historical record to identify 1688
human remains from the first European settlement
on the Gulf Coast, the presenter, David Trudeau, tells
his story of discovery. Participants will learn about
applying “deep” genetics using mtDNA and Y-DNA
as a tool for the study of family trees beyond the fifth
generation, and particularly more about the Y and
mtDNA databases developing for the 17th century
pioneers of New France, present day Quebec.” Register here:

Secretary

Ken Kiesow....................................... 715-877-2319

Treasurer/Membership

Tom Davey......................................... 715.835.2655

Program Chair

Kathy Herfel....................................... 715.926.5205

Cemetery Indexing

Karin Pettis........................................ 715.225.9901

Historian

Linda McClelland

Obituary Chair

Kathy Herfel....................................... 715.926.5205

Librarians

Roger Davis....................................... 715.835.1630
Patricia Anderson............................. 715.563.2616

Website

Michaela Walters............................... 715.828.1711

LE Phillips Library Liaison

Renee Ponzio.................................... 715-839-1683

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4594475764385493516

Publicity

Deb Jarvar.......................................... 715.874.6678

Nov. 26- Webinar, “An African-Canadian Family
History Mystery,” presented by Mags Gaulden. Sponsored by the Utah Genealogical Association. 6 pm
MDT, free and open to the public. Register here:

Newsletter

Anita Reid.......................................... 715.828.2255

This newsletter is published in September, November, January, March, May, and mid July. Deadline for
entries is the 25th of the month prior to publication.
(e.g. entries for November’s issue would be October
25.)

https://ugagenealogy.zoom.us/webinar/register/3015469769643/WN_k9jPKQI9SRqx20JL0h-Atw

Dec. 14- GRSEC meeting, 10 am. Note location! Eau
Claire Roon at the LE Phillips Library. Short business meeting followed by our program “Mapping the
Family Tree,” presented by JoAnn Parks.
Thank you to our past presenter- Lucille
Drehmel, great-granddaughter of Simon Randall.
Great presentation Lucille!

The GRSEC meets the second Saturday of each
month, September through May, at 10:00 am. Come
early at 9:30 am with your questions or just to visit.
We meet at the Chippewa Valley Museum, located at
Carson Park, in beautiful Eau Claire, Wisconsin.
The GRSEC does not meet during the summer
months (June through August). The membership
year runs May 1st through April 30th. Membership
fee is $15.00 per year, beginning May 1st. Check your
mailing label on the newsletter for your expiration
date. It is on the right hand corner.

Irish Roots?

The website Irish Genealogy has the following records, free, for Irish researchers:
Births: 1864-1918
Marriages: 1864* to 1943
Deaths: 1878* to 1968
*They continue to work on updating this records.
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German Genealogy

These are civil records managed and held by the Registrar General in the General Register Office.
Search fields are first name, last name, Civil Registration District/Office, and year range. You can filter by
birth, marriage and death.
There are many helpful links and frequently asked
question entries. The website also has some church
records to search. A wonderful link found under the
help files, was the Irish Times/Irish Ancestors website. Great maps of the historical registration districts.

I love Katherine Schober of SK Translations. I admit
to being hopeless with my German genealogy and
Katherine’s website, blog and Twitter feed has helped
me take the baby steps needed for understanding (!)
this language. This month she published “The Ultimate List of Months in German Genealogy,” along
with an image of the word, the most “regular” or most
common form of the word and the less common
forms. Here is her website:
https://sktranslations.com/

https://www.johngrenham.com/

I do not have any Irish ancestors, but I did a search on
the surname Rooney, and had hundreds of returns. I
looked at a birth, marriage and death record. You do
get and image link for each record; clicking on the
image will open a very clear .pdf.

This image is from her blog post dated October 9,
2019. And just to tweak your interest, October is
frequently written as Oktober, 8ber, 8bris and
Weinmonat (which means Wine Month!)

https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/
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New England Research

Doing research in the New England area, from
Wisconsin, can be a bit daunting. Luckily, the WI
Historical Society Library has many New England
holdings and with the advent of the internet, I can
access AmericanAncestors.org, the website of the
New England Historic Genealogical Society. Recently
they reviewed the Genealogist’s Handbook for New
England Research, edited by Michael J. Leclerc. The
book includes statewide maps with county boundaries, dates of incorporation, and lists of major repositories. I do have this book in my personal library and
find it extremely useful.
Mayflower Families through Five Generations [the
Silver Books]. These books are written in the Register style with researched articles from genealogical
journals, and primary sources. This series is gradually
being updated with Mayflower Families in Progress
[Pink Books}.
New England Marriages Prior to 1700, written by
Clarence Almon Torrey and frequently known just
as Torrey. A thirty year research project, resulting
in more than “99% of the known or presumed marriages” in New England. This is a finding aid, as
Torrey noted sources for the information collected.
Inconsistencies and errors are explained in footnotes
or brackets. The most recent edition was released in
2011. The source key list is found in volume III. The
entire book is completely digitized and indexed at
americanancestors.org .
If you would like to hear about the “Top 10 Published
Resources for Early New England Research,” head
over to YouTube and view it for free. The hour-long
talk is presented by Tricia Healy Mitchell. Here is the
direct link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSKFCmGoZn4&feature=youtu.be

Cemetery Meandering, 2019

“Cemetery Mary” E. Carlson

The Spring and Summer of 2019 was filled with
countless cemetery meanders. Walking cemeteries to
discover history, to find lost relatives, to clean stones,
to plant flowers, and to volunteer for FindAGrave
allows for opportunistic walking, stretching, kneeling,
and fresh air. Attempting to take photos of stones
with the sun at your back calls for various positional

yoga type antics to avoid shadows.
Last fall, a friend and I indexed the Town of Brunswick, Eau Claire County cemetery. The GRSEC
group had last done it in 2007. Since then, here have
been many new burials totaling about 1300. The cemetery was established in 1865. We are attempting to
find land deeds and plats. The individual lot deeds are
mostly intact, and well organized. Some early ones
are missing. Land and cemetery records have been
viewed, preserved, and studied. Greg Kocken, Head
of Special Collections and Archives UWEC, and our
co-genealogist and friend, graciously photographed
and digitized some large format burial information
for preservation. One of these “maps” was hand-written on original linen and was mounted by taping on
plywood. YIKES! The indexing is being entered into
an Excel spreadsheet that will be distributed online
for easy access by all.
As with any cemetery, the Brunswick Cemetery has
special challenges. Many, many stones are sunken,
broken, covered with lichen and other biological
material that renders them unreadable. Others, since
it is an “immigrant” cemetery, has stones inscribed
with Norwegian.
The group in 2007
apparently could
still read most of
them. We, in 2019,
decided we would
use what they
had recorded. We
chose to do that
not in the true
spirit of indexing,
Brunswick Cemetery, photographed by
but we were at a
Anita Reid
loss to try to clean
or rub all of those stones for readability, especially
those not written in English.
The cemetery is well kept from the standpoint of
lawn care. Military flags remain on graves yearround. There is a Columbarium with only one burial
currently. The flag pole is lighted and the flag well
maintained. The sign at the front clearly designates
the regulations including “no pets allowed”. That
unfortunately is violated by a few people. It is a very
rural cemetery located on Cemetery Road off Highway 85 heading toward Durand. The street sign is
—4—
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visible. That road
goes only South.
For people who are
unfamiliar, a larger
cemetery sign on
Highway 85 would
be helpful. There is
a water pump not
potable. There is no
satellite (Port-aPotty), but lots of
cover! HA!
Of the history discovered, we learned
Japheth M Hunt memorial, Find A Grave of several Civil
no. 81441297. Brunswick Cemetery, Eau
War Veterans. One
Claire County, Wisconsin. Photographed
of these, Japheth
by Bill Hart, FAG no. 47578214.
Hunt (1839/18401862) is actually buried in Kenosha near other family
members, but others decided to place a stone at the
Brunswick Cemetery for unknown reasons. Neither
stone is an official military issued Civil War monument. He was killed in the Battle of Perryville, Kentucky.
One of the Civil War Veterans was only 14 or 15
when he enlisted and fought in the Civil War. This is
questionable, but entirely possible speculating at the
end of the war, human resources were dwindling. His
name is George W. Smith, born 1851 and died 1931.
His marker is being cleaned. His obituary states that
he was a former Eau Claire Postmaster and he is buried at Forest Hill Cemetery. Conflicting information
is common when doing cemetery research. On Ancestry, I discovered in the “Headstones Provided for
Deceased Union Civil War Veterans, 1861-1904”, that
George’s stone was for the Cemetery “Portersville”
at Brunswick. It was shipped from Vermont Marble
Company, Proctor, Vermont, contract dated March 8,
1901.
Another interesting veteran is John Brown Parker. His
monument states that he was an “Indian Scout for the
U. S. Army”. Roger Davis discovered his obituary on
Family Search and shared. He died in Los Angeles
County, CA. During a conference with Adam at the
Eau Claire Veteran Service Office, he was unable to
verify if John truly was in the U. S. Army or was in a
contract role. We were questioning if he should have
a flag holder and flag. Until we discover his discharge

papers, we are holding back on that action.
A World War II Veteran U. S. Marine Corps, John
Haddeman was Killed in Action during the battle of
Iwo Jima. John is the singular military discovered KIA
at this cemetery. His obituary was recently discovered.
According to the information, his brother was involved in the same battle action at Iwo Jima.
Future GRSEC newsletters will include more meanderings to the Town of Brunswick Cemetery and
others. At the Brunswick Cemetery, one family buried
at least 10 children in the 1880’s within a short period
of time. More research is upcoming, but we speculate
a disease such as diphtheria was the culprit.

“Why You Should Dig Up Your Family’s
History — and How to Do It”

Jaya Saaxena
Reprinted from The New York Times, Smarter Living,
online addition. 3 February 2019

My middle name is the name of a Confederate
soldier.
Before that it was Scottish, the name of an indentured
servant who came here when America wasn’t a country, when he was just one of many who were brought
over. The name stayed on the Atlantic coast, passing
through my Confederate ancestors, onto my loving
grandmother who taught me how to birdwatch, finally
landing on me, a mixed-race woman with a Jewish
partner living in New York City. Somehow I don’t
think that soldier would be too happy about that.
In America, the question of “Where am I from?”
usually means, “Where did my family live before they
arrived/were forcibly shipped to America?” Recently,
there’s been a push to answer that question through
DNA tests — Ancestry.com sold 1.5 million kits on
Black Friday in 2017 — which claim they can tell
us exactly what percentage Norwegian or Nigerian
we are. But there are catches. The tests can compromise our privacy, with the possibility that our genetic
information would be sold to third parties without our
knowledge, and they don’t truly reveal our origins so
much as reveal who has similar DNA right now. Also,
and perhaps more important: Culture does not come
from DNA. It comes from lived experience, traditions
and stories passed down, from actual people who
shape our perceptions of the world.
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This is why I’ve enjoyed learning about my family
through good old-fashioned genealogy research.
Scrolling through pages of old newspapers or deciphering handwriting on a census is how I found out
I’m descended, on my white side, both from Union
and Confederate soldiers, from slave-owners and abolitionists, and possibly from witches (I’m still trying
to verify that one). And it was in doing this I learned
that, on my Indian side, Yeats wrote a very patronizing poem inspired by my third great-uncle.
These are more than facts. They’re the myths that are
a part of the story of yourself, whether you like them
or not. Learning your history is forced reckoning,
asking you to consider whose stories you carry with
you and which ones you want to carry forward.
Genealogical research can be daunting, no matter
how chipper those Ancestry.com ads seem. And
while a DNA test can help, there’s probably more to
your story. Here’s how to start.
After beginning research on my partner’s family, we
discovered a change of last name no one had heard of.
We decided to ask my partner’s grandmother if she
had ever heard this long-lost name, carefully printing out ship manifests and citizenship documents to
prove our findings.
“Oh, yeah, that’s what we were called before we were
Bernstein,” she said. Why hadn’t she brought it up?
No one had asked before.
“In the beginning, identify what you know, use your
home sources,” said Teresa Koch-Bostic, the vice
president of the National Genealogical Society. Ask
your family to see birth and death certificates and
write down all that information, but also just ask the
oldest members of your family about their lives. The
internet can provide some good opening questions if
you’re lost.
A good place to start is also the 1940 census, which
is the most recent census publicly available, and the
only census available for free through the National
Archives and Ancestry.com. Typically, you want to
start more recent and work your way backward with
ancestry research. Maybe it was your grandparents
or your great-grandparents who were alive in 1940,
but if you can find them, the document will tell you
things like who they were living with, their citizenship status and approximately when they were born
(the census relied on self-provided information after
—6—

all). From there you can start to build your family
tree.
Understand what you’re up against
“When I started, you had to do all of this manually,”
said Sharon Morgan, founder of OurBlackAncestry.
com. “You had to actually go to the place where your
family came from and do the research in the courthouse.”
Now, many documents have been digitized and are
readily available online. But what’s been documented
certainly depends on the location or type of the documents. For instance, I can find baptism certificates
from English churches in 1600, but I can’t find any
documents from India. And on a smaller scale, one
county may have their marriage licenses available,
while another has yet to put any online.
If you’re descended from slaves, this is a particularly
tricky battle. Because while you might be able to
find your ancestors up until 1870, “prior to 1870, as
you may know if you’ve done any research, we were
not in the people records. So you have to look in the
property records,” Ms. Morgan said.
To do that, she said, look in the same area and county for slaveholders with the same surname. “If you
are lucky, they took his name.” Also look for wills
or tax documents, or anywhere transfers of property
would have been recorded.
Be skeptical of what you find
Since so many documents rely on self-provided information, things get tricky, especially with names.
“Your name is not your name,” Ms. Koch-Bostic
said. “You have many surname variations, and they’re
created for all different reasons. We’re talking about
people who had different accents. And the ability to
read and write — literacy is really not prevalent until
the 20th century. And the bigger thing is phonetics.
There was no such thing as standardized spelling
until almost the 20th century.” Names had a way of
morphing through different documents: “Ross” could
be heard by one census taker as “Russ” and another as “Roth.” Arrival years get rounded up. Maybe
someone was trying to hide their age, or just didn’t
remember the exact year they were born. Nothing is
ever 100 percent clear.
All of this means that you need to ask more questions. In a common sense guide to getting started
with genealogy, the genealogist Jennifer Mendelsohn
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writes, “If you’re searching for a birth certificate for
your great-grandfather John Williams, who you think
may have been born in New York City in 1907, you
can’t simply accept that the first birth certificate you
see with that name and year is the correct one.”
Your job while sorting through all of it is to repeatedly ask: What was likely? Does X prove Y? If it doesn’t,
don’t include it.
And what about DNA tests, like the ones offered by
Ancestry.com and 23andMe?
“I have not personally done one because it’s not going
to yield the results. It won’t answer my questions,”
Ms. Morgan said. Still, they can lead you to other
people who share your DNA, which can open new
doors in your research.
Getting started
It might seem like signing up for a pricey Ancestry.
com membership is the only way to start building a
family tree, but there are tons of free resources that
can get you a long way in your research.
“Familysearch.org is free, all you just have to do is
sign up for the free account,” Ms. Koch-Bostic said.
“And Ancestry is a little pricey, but there are free
library editions. I always urge people to go to their
local library, because nowadays, almost every local
library has the free library edition.” And if you’re in
New York, the N.Y.P.L.’s HeritageQuest is accessible at the Stephen A. Schwarzman branch and the
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture.
N.G.S. has a list of the most helpful documents and
what they can provide. The first things you want to
look for are birth, marriage and death records, and
then on the federal census, which is taken every 10
years (except 1890 since those records were all lost in
a fire).
You’ll also want to check if your state kept state
censuses, as those can help fill in the 10-year gaps the
Federal Census doesn’t cover. From there, city directories can help you pinpoint ancestors.
“When you’re trying to find out if your John Smith or
John Kelly is the right one, you want to start to add
identifiers” like occupation or family members, which
city directories can provide, Ms. Koch-Bostic said.
If you’re looking for an ancestor who was a slave, Ms.
Morgan has a few tricks.
“You try to find your target ancestor in the 1870

census. That is five years after emancipation. Many
people did not go very far from where they had been
enslaved. So if you can find them in 1870, then you
have to find the slaveholder,” Ms. Morgan said. Think
about any stories in your family about moving long
distances. That may indicate one of your relatives participated in the Great Migration of African Americans in the first half of the 20th century, from the
southern states to points north and west. “There’s a
rule called Netty’s Rule: You look 10 households forward and 10 households backward. If you find a white
person with that same surname, that is the probable
slave owner. So that’s a shortcut, and that works for a
lot of people.”
At some point, you also might decide you want to
hire a professional, “because you’ve exhausted the
internet resources, and you need to get into archival
work or library work,” Ms. Koch-Bostic said. If you
do, it pays to be specific: Say you’re having trouble
finding your third great-grandfather, or you want to
know which ship your maternal line came over on.
Whatever you do, be prepared to fall down a rabbit
hole, Ms. Koch-Bostic said.
“I think it appeals to people who love an intellectual
pursuit, because that’s really what it is,” she said. “It’s
solving a puzzle at the highest level, and the benefit is
that you get to find out about your family.”
Correction: Feb. 12, 2019
An earlier version of this story incorrectly referred to
the accessibility of HeritageQuest. It is available only
at the N.Y.P.L.’s Stephen A. Schwarzman branch and
the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture.

Ancestry.com News

Ancestry already has a sale promoting their DNA kit.
$59, regularly $99.
Ancestry also just released their new Newspapers.
com Obituary Collection. Over 262 million worldwide obituaries and death announcements. This
new searchable collection is available on Ancestry
to all subscribers and the original obituary images
are hosted on Newspapers.com. Members with an
Ancestry All Access or Newspapers.com Basic subscription have a 1-click option to view the full obituary on Newspapers.com. Some images may require
a Publisher Extra subscription as certain newspapers
require additional licenses to view their content.
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Area of Research and Surnames
Annual dues of $15 per household/year are collected in May. Please make your check payable to GRSEC and
return with completed form to: GRSEC c/o Chippewa Valley Museum, PO Box 1204, Eau Claire, WI 54702-1204

