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Open Labs at LE Phillips Library
I did not receive the announcement for the 
dates by the time I needed to print. I’m sure 
Kathy will have an update at our first  
meeting!

Welcome to a new genealogy year!
It seems like summer has just begun and now it is over!  I am so excited to begin a new year of exciting pro-
grams, hints and tips, the newsletter full of interesting items and being with like minded people.  I hope that 
everyone had a good summer and had an opportunity to get in some genealogy time.  My cousin, Mark, and 
I have been busy researching our Danish ancestry.  Mark is becoming an expert on the Danish website.  He 
has the patience to go line by line if he can’t find what he is seeking.
I have been doing some research on my gg-grandmother.  She voted in the 1920 election, the first that women 
could vote.  There was a charming notice in the paper about her and how she came to the town hall to cast 
her ballot.  Grandma was pretty old and couldn’t walk very well so they carried the ballot down to her bug-
gy so she could vote.  I am going through the Dunn County Newspapers to see if she played any part in the 
suffrage movement. Remember that Wisconsin was the first state to ratify the 19th amendment.
Our picnic was great and it was so nice to see all the members who came.  We played a great game, thanks to 
Anita.  Hope to see you all in September.
Linda

“If you cannot get 
rid of the family  

skeleton, you may  
as well make it 

dance.”

—George Bernard Shaw
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This newsletter is published in September, Novem-
ber, January, March, May, and mid July. Deadline for 
entries is the 25th of the month prior to publication.  
(e.g. entries for November’s issue would be October 
25.)
The GRSEC meets the second Saturday of each 
month, September through May, at 10:00 am. Come 
early at 9:30 am with your questions or just to visit. 
We meet at the Chippewa Valley Museum, located at 
Carson Park, in beautiful Eau Claire, Wisconsin.
The GRSEC does not meet during the summer 
months (June through August). The membership 
year runs May 1st through April 30th. Membership 
fee is $15.00 per year, beginning May 1st. Check your 
mailing label on the newsletter for your expiration 
date. It is on the right hand corner. 
 

GRSEC Board Members

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Get your newsletter via email? Then check with Tom 
Davey, the Treasurer/Membership chair.
Our email address and website address appear at 
the top of every page in the header area. Member-
ship forms are on the back page of every issue.

Sept. 14- GRSEC meeting, 10 am presentation 
following a short business meeting. Welcome Alyson 
Jones, Director at the Altoona Public Library. She 
will discuss researching her Canadian ancestors.
Sept. 19 Webinar- “Organized Research from Cra-
dle to Grave.” 7 pm MDT. A Utah Genealogical As-
sociation (UGA) presentation. Free. Register: https://
ugagenealogy.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VprQMys-
GQi6PSS3zfTTFbg
Sept. 28- Germanic Genealogy Society Conference, 
9 am to 4 pm, Northwestern Auditorium, Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul, MN. Speaker is Antje Petty of 
the Max Kade Institute. https://ggsmn.org/eventList-
ings.php?nm=38 to download flyer and description of 
topics covered.
Oct. 5- WSGS Fall Genealogy Conference, 
Waupaca, WI. See the registration form on p. 6 for 
more information.
Oct. 4-5- NorthStar Genealogy Conference, Plym-
outh, MN. See p. 7 for more information.
Oct. 12- GRSEC meeting, 10 am presentation 
following a short business meeting. “The Randall 
Family in Early Eau Claire,” presented by Lucille 
Drehmel, a great-granddaughter of Simon Randall.
Oct. 19- Lecture on Norwegian Genealogy, present-
ed by Jerry Paulson, Naeseth Chair for Genealogical 
Research and Publication.  Norwegian American 
Genealogical Center and Naeseth Library. 9 am to 
3 pm at Memorial Library, rm. 126 in Madison, WI. 
Cost is $40 and includes lunch. For more details: 
https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/productcart/pc/Geneal-
ogy-Events-c111.htm
Free Webinars through Legacy Family Tree 
Webinars: https://familytreewebinars.com/archived_
webinars_free.php
• Research in 15 Minute Increments,  
 Thomas MacEntee
• City Directories: No Town Too Small,  
 No Clue Too Little, Thomas MacEntee
• Censuses Around the World: What You  
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 Need to Know About Census Collections and  
 Genealogy, Mike Mansfield
• Integrating Photographs Into Family History,  
 Maureen Taylor

Complimentary National Genealogical  
Society Magazine Articles
NGS has nine articles, from the NGS Magazine, to 
read for free. Just click on the link to download a 
.PDF. “Five Tips for Starting Research in a New 
Locale,” “Building Citations While Writing,” and 
“Hidden Treasures on FamilySearch,” to name a few.
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/magazine/
Also, check out the Free Genealogy Resources page 
for free charts and templates, more articles and 
guidelines, research hints and tips and a family rela-
tionship chart.
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/
Thank you to our past presenter
Barb Arnold was the presenter at our May meeting. 
Barb related stories of her mother, Doris (Mitchell) 
Arnold and Lucy Talcott Judson. The short story, 
Someday, spoke of bygone funeral practices and was 
written by Doris Arnold. A wedding dress, an amaz-
ing sewing table and recipes written by Barb’s mother 
rounded out the compelling presentation. Thank you 
Barb for sharing your mother and your memories 
with us.

A Maiden Name Solved: Combining DNA 
and the Paper Trail  Tom Davey
When I began researching the genealogy of my 
family back in the late 1980s it didn’t take long to 
figure out that it was going to be difficult at best 
and impossible in some cases to discover the maiden 
names of the wives of ancestors who married in the 
mid 1800s. Before so many records became digitized 
and indexed there were very few clues available to 
help find that kind of information. Depending on the 
areas you were searching in, the best you could hope 
for was to get lucky. But today we have new tools 
that can point the way and records at our finger tips 
to find those difficult maiden names, in many cases, 
without leaving our home computers. 

My Davey ancestors first show up in the United 
States census in Dodgeville, Wisconsin after 1856, 
coming through Michigan. I have traced my great-
great grandfather, George F. Davey, back to Cornwall, 
England and then filled out the family tree back two 
more generations. He appears there in the 1841 and 
1851 England Censuses. So far I have not been able 
to find a passage record for him or any of the rela-
tions he came with to the United States. Family “ru-
mors” say that they arrived in Houghton, Michigan 
on an ore ship that had been fitted to carry passen-
gers to America and ore back to Europe.
In early 2018 I sent DNA kits into Ancestry for 
myself and both of my parents. I was surprised when 
messages from “cousins” began to appear. One was a 
cousin of my father’s that I knew nothing about. I an-
swered and we began a long email conversation that 
ended with “call me!” We’ve had several calls since 
then sharing our knowledge of the family genealogy 
and it turned out that she had a key piece of infor-
mation about my great-great grandmother that I did 
not. She had done genealogy research on the parts of 
the family she knew of and claimed that my great-
great grandfather’s wife’s maiden name was Elizabeth 
Sobey and that she was born about 1815 in Cornwall. 
She said that she married a man named John Letcher 
in Cornwall and he later died. She had found Sobeys 
living near the Daveys in Dodgeville.
A second DNA “cousin” was a man who claimed that 
we, too were related through Eliza Sobey. I checked 
out his Ancestry family tree and found the connec-
tion, but was skeptical because he had very few source 
citations in his research. Still, it fired up my interest 
and now I had to find out if there was any truth to 
the stories.
My plan was simple, find out as much as I could 
about Elizabeth Sobey/Letcher and her relatives as 
possible, so that when I looked for them in the Unit-
ed States I would know if I had found the right fam-
ily. I began my search at my favorite free Cornwall 
website, the Cornwall Online Parish Clerks database 
(www.cornwall-opc-database.org). The Cornwall 
Online Parish Clerk project puts volunteers in charge 
of transcribing, digitizing and posting all of the 
parish records of a single parish church in the coun-
ty. The parish records contain the baptism, marriage 
bans, marriages and burials for the church. Baptisms 
include the date of baptism and parents names and 

Articles by our members
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sometimes the place they lived. Marriages include the 
condition or status of the bride and groom, their oc-
cupations, parents names and the names of witnesses. 
Burials are usually just names and dates.
Using the OPC database and the free 1841 and 1851 
England census, I was able to build a two to three 
generation family tree of the Sobey family. In most 
case it included all of the children with their baptism 
dates, death dates and many marriages, including the 
marriage of Eliza to John Letcher on 05 March 1836 
in Perranzabuloe, Cornwall, England. The 1841 cen-
sus shows them living near Perranzabuloe with one 
daughter and two sons. Almost next door to them are 
Eliza’s parents, John and Elizabeth Sobey. In 1851 
Eliza, one daughter and three sons are still there, 
but her husband John Letcher is not listed. Did he 
die between 1841 and 1851 or was he simply not at 
home that day? That mystery will remain for the time 
being because I have not been able to find a death 
record for him or found him at another location in 
1851.
The question now was, did this Elizabeth Sobey 
emigrate to America and end up marrying George 
F. Davey? I began searching ancestry.com and fam-
ilysearch.org for Eliza Letcher and her sons Wil-
liam Henry Letcher and James Letcher. One record 
popped up. It was the marriage of William Henry 
Letcher to Mary Ann Tremby in 1861 in Dodgeville, 
Wisconsin; and Eliza Letcher was listed as his 
mother. So at least part of the family had come to the 
States and settled in the same location as my great-
great grandparents.
About this time I had a plan to work on some re-
search at the Iowa County, Wisconsin courthouse in 
Dodgeville, so now I had a new goal; to find some 
additional proof connecting Eliza Sobey to my 
family. There were two surprises waiting for me there. 
I was looking for a death record for my great-great 
grandfather’s first son, George F. Davey (they love to 
reuse names and cause confusion). When I found it, 
it listed his mother’s name as Eliza Sobey (using her 
maiden name). The death was reported by his oldest 
daughter who probably had first-hand knowledge of 
her grandmother and would have known her maiden 
name. Secondly, I stumbled upon a death record for 
James Letcher, living in Dodgeville. James was Eliza’s 
second son by John Letcher. All in all this was pretty 

solid proof of the Sobey connection to my family.
The solution to this mystery still left me with several 
quandaries. Eliza Sobey/Letcher was living in Corn-
wall in 1851. About five years later she had traveled 
to America, met and married George Davey, had two 
children in Michigan (1854 & 1856) and arrived 
in Dodgeville, Wisconsin. I would love to find out 
the missing details of the story. How did they meet? 
How and when did they sail to America? What ports 
did they leave from and arrive at? How did they 
travel to Wisconsin and where were the two children 
born? The mystery of the maiden name was solved 
with DNA clues and by following the paper trail of 
Elizabeth Sobey’s life in England and America. But 
there is much more to be uncovered in their lives.
Thoughts on DNA
    Pat Lindholm
Recovering from knee replacement surgery gives me 
a little time to work on projects, when not doing PT 
and exercises. My project is going through my years 
stack of Family Tree Magazines.
Numerous articles in the October/November 2018 
issue caught my eye. I know, I’m behind! Numerous 
articles on DNA interest me as well as an article on 
a genealogy television show I’m not familiar with, 
“Relative Race.” Think some of my relatives should 
apply!
Many of us have attended sessions here at GRSEC 
and other venues on DNA, tests available, and re-
sults. Most have been aimed at us and what those 
results mean. But, what about our relatives? Have we 
thought what their reaction would be? It’s not just 
the nationalities and where we’re from, but there are 
the connections and possible relatives. Sometimes 
it’s coming face to face with the indiscretions of our 
youth. Are we prepared?
To date, I’ve had three experiences with “found rela-
tives.” It may be fun to speculate about where some-
one fits in, but without specific information, specu-
lation is all you have. You at least need birth date and 
place of birth to start with.
My first find was on a line in the family that accepts 
that things happen and more family is more fun. They 
are welcoming. A cousin and I figured out where the 
new family fit in and went from there – with those 
extra questions asked and answered. Extra DNA tests 

http://www.grsec.org
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were done and a childless cousin discovered he has a 
grown son and four grandchildren. Many of the family 
met on Facebook, gladly accepting the new family. We 
were able to meet in person in November and again in 
July. Happy success for one line of my family.
The second match took a little longer for acceptance.  
There was much more skepticism, and I was asked 
if this wasn’t a scam! This new person matched five 
cousins from that line who have had their DNA done.  
Speculation again is great but it doesn’t make a match.  
However, a correct match was discovered. Through 
various meetings and time, there has been acceptance 
and inclusion. It also helps, in this case, that those 
involved live in the same area. I have met and can wel-
come another cousin to the fold.
Number three match is still in an ongoing process. I’ve 
had contact through Ancestry, but it has gone no far-
ther at their request. Again, asking specific questions, I 
believe I know where the family fits in. The thing is the 
person doing the contact is the child of an adoptee and 
doesn’t feel they need to find out who their biological 
parents are. Not an easy way to satisfy your curiosity.  
When they are ready, we will be welcoming and hope-
fully be able to answer their questions.

These experiences have brought up questions and 
thoughts. I know how I would and do react. But, now 
I realize that not everyone is accepting. People feel dif-
ferently about adoptions, being raised by one parent, 
not two; whatever the situation. We have to respect 
their opinions no matter what we think and want. Cu-
riosity. What can and should we say about curiosity!
Our first match said he loves his adoptive parents, but 
was glad to meet the rest of us as things come up and 
he can say, “Oh, that’s where that comes from.”
We don’t want to take the place of anyone; we just 
want to welcome them to a larger family.

From the Editor- Thank you to Tom and Pat for 
their articles. And no, they did not know that each 
article would be about using DNA to solve a mystery. 
What a happy coincidence.
Would you like to submit an article to our newsletter? 
I can accept Word documents, google docs and even 
.PDF! Just send them to reidaa@execpc.com . Thanks

Do you have ancestors from Oklahoma? 
Check out the OK2 Explore website for the Oklahoma 
State Vital Records Index. Free and searchable index 
for births and death occurring in Oklahoma. Births 
more than 20 years ago and deaths occurring more 
than 5 years ago. What a wonderful resource.
https://ok2explore.health.ok.gov/

Reclaim the Records News
Released an update on their longest-running law-
suit with Missouri. “We’re trying to get the first-ever 
public and free copies of the Missouri birth index for 
1920(ish)-2015 and the Missouri death index for 1968-
2015.”
The state did agree with the request, for an estimated 
cost of $1.5 million dollars with labor costs of $42.50/
hour. After numerous back and forth negotiations and 
the hiring of a lawyer, Missouri agreed that the cost 
should be $5,000 with labor costs of $500. Then the 
state “decided not to provide the information...
To read the rest of the story, go to
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/?u=5f700fd-
c65a51d3813e67dab2&id=e983788c06
Find A Grave Update?
This summer I have been adding burial information 
to individuals in my computer database. While on the 
Find A Grave website I suddenly noticed an addition 
of “Plan a visit to the Cemetery?” Clicking the link 
took me to another window with trip planning ser-
vices, such as the closest hotels to the cemetery and 
the distance to the cemetery. The link to the trip plan-
ning services is not on the main cemetery page, but 
the individual memorial page. I am not sure how long 
it has been there, as I rarely look at all the extra infor-
mation on the page. Let me know if anyone uses this 
new service, kind of like Trip Advisor for cemeteries!

One More Thing…

Would you like to receive the 
Sawdust City Roots  
newsletter via email? Become 
a member and make sure 
Tom Davey has your email 
address! 

http://www.grsec.org
mailto:grsec%40cvmuseum.com?subject=GRSEC
https://ok2explore.health.ok.gov/
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/?u=5f700fdc65a51d3813e67dab2&id=e983788c06
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/?u=5f700fdc65a51d3813e67dab2&id=e983788c06
mailto:tdavey%40charter.net?subject=GRSEC%20Newsletter


—6—

www.grsec.org grsec@cvmuseum.com

The Wisconsin State Genealogical Society 
Presents 

 
When You’ve Hit a Brick Wall, Go Around It!  

 Using Collateral Line Research to Further  
Your Family Lines 

 
On October 5th, WSGS will hold their Fall 2019 Seminar in Waupaca at the Ramada 

Waupaca.  Our speaker will be Lois Mackin, Ph.D.  For more information, please go to 
www.wsgs.org and see 2019 Fall Seminar under the  Calendar of Events tab. From there 

you can download a full brochure. 

2019 Fall Seminar Registration Form 
Please print clearly 

Name ______________________________________________________________  Phone Number_______________________________________

Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  
E mail Address ____________________________________________________  Dietary or ADA Requirements ____________________

With regard to our syllabus, please note:  if you would like a print syllabus, please order it with 
your registration.  We only print off a small number to keep costs in check.  Those that do not order 

a print syllabus will receive a link to the electronic syllabus the week of the seminar. 
 

We are limited to 150 attendees for this event. 
 

You can become a member of WSGS at the same time you register to get the reduced price. 
 

                                                     POSTMARKED 
                       By Sept. 13   After  Sept. 13 
 
Regular Rate       $70.00              $80.00  _________

WSGS Rate       $45.00       $55.00   _________

Taco Lunch Buffet  $15.50          N/A     _________

Print Syllabus         $5.00        $5.00    _________

Individual Membership       $35.00       _________
 
Family Membership             $45.00          _________

Youth Membership                 $15.00      _________         

Print Newsletter Option                    $15.00         _________
 
        TOTAL __________
  

Please make checks payable to WSGS
Mail form and check to:  WSGS FALL SEMINAR, PO BOX 5106, MADISON, WI  53705-0106 

http://www.grsec.org
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Crowne Plaza Minneapolis West • 3131 Campus Drive • Plymouth, MN

featuring

John Philip Colletta 
• Assembling and Writing a Narrative Family History 
• Private Archives: What They Are and How to Use Them 
• Passenger Arrival Records, 1820-1930s: Source and Strategies for Challenging Cases 
• The 17,000,000 Stories of Ellis Island: What’s Fact? What’s Myth? 
• Only a Few Bones: Case Studies in Assembling Sources to Reconstruct Real-Life Events

Plus 20 breakout sessions for beginning to advanced family history enthusiasts 
taught by leading Upper Midwest genealogists. Door prizes, exhibitors, vendors, 
and much more!

1385 Mendota Heights Road, Suite 100 
Mendota Heights, MN 55120-1367

Pre-Conference  
FamilySearch Seminar
Thursday, October 3
Minnesota Genealogy Center 
1385 Mendota Heights Road 
Mendota Heights, MN

“Finding Your Family History at FamilySearch” 
Speaker: David Rencher

MGS 50th Anniversary  
Celebration & Awards Banquet
Friday Evening, October 4
“Happy Birthday, MGS: Life Begins at 50!” 
Speaker: David Rencher

Come celebrate our anniversary and honor  
outstanding genealogists and MGS volunteers

Minnesota Genealogical Society

October 4-5, 2019

More information at MNGS.org

http://www.grsec.org
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GRSEC Membership Application

Name (Last, First, MI)    Please print or type

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Phone      Email     Date

Area of Research and Surnames
Annual dues of $15 per household/year are collected in May. Please make your check payable to GRSEC and 
return with completed form to: GRSEC c/o Chippewa Valley Museum, PO Box 1204, Eau Claire, WI 54702-1204
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