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Message from the Editor:
Happy Fall and almost Winter here in Wisconsin. As I write this we are enjoying 60 degree weather! 
What a wonderful surprise.
Hope this newsletter finds our subscribers healthy and spending quality time researching their family 
lines. While going to a library, courthouse or archives has been curtailed in most areas, this is the time to 
grow more comfortable using your computer for research. The article by James Tanner, Genealogy's Star 
blog author will give you some ways to gather more computer skills while sitting at home. Reclaim the 
Records has been busy again, releasing more digitized records into the public domain and not behind a 
"fee" wall. Remember to also check our Facebook page, as I tend to post the most up-to-date internet and 
webinar offerings at that location.
This newsletter includes a wonderful historical article by Mary and Doug Carlson. If you are from the 
Eau Claire area, you will likely remember the stories or even trips of going to "Silver Springs" for water. I 
was surprised by what I didn't know about this place. Thank you to the Carlson's for letting us showcase 
this hidden gem in Eau Claire County.
Remember, if you have made an interesting discovery, used a new resource, have a brick wall ancestor or 
even upgraded your computer or genealogy software, tell us your story so we can share it with everyone 
else. This is the time to learn new things and try out new techniques.
Until we can meet face to face again, have a safe and joyful winter.   Anita Reid
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One More Calendar Item
Webinar, november 21-"Swedish Historical 
Maps and Online Map Collections." Sponsored 
by the Minnesota Genealogical Society. Class 
is held online and costs $20 for non-members. 
More information here: https://mngs.org/event-
Listings.php?nm=38#er396

Newspaper Research
Mary Carlson sent this information along for 
all of us. She had contacted the WI Historical 
Society regarding a newspaper from Dunlap, 
Iowa. WHS replied with a free link to the view 
newspapers from that area.
The Advantage Archives has 705 newspaper 
collections from 45 states and one Canadian 
Province. Try the following links and thank you 
Mary!
The Ancestor Hunt and Advantage Archives

Holiday Wish List
 » A vaccine
 » Two weeks in any library or archives in  

 the country!
 » A camera (not a phone/camera)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/grsec
https://mngs.org/eventListings.php?nm=38#er396
https://mngs.org/eventListings.php?nm=38#er396
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/80-million-historic-us-newspaper-pages-now-available-from-advantage-archives#.X6MFdmhKhOQ
http://www.advantagearchives.com/
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GRSEC Board Members
Genealogical Research Society of Eau Claire (GRSEC)

President
Linda McClelland ........................... 715-836-7719

Vice-president
Kathy Herfel .................................... 715-926-5205

Secretary
Ken Kiesow ...................................... 715-877-2319

Treasurer/Membership
Tom Davey ...................................... 715-835-2655

Program Chairs
Deb Jarvar ........................................ 417-574-6678
Kathy Herfel .................................... 715-926-5205

Cemetery Indexing
Available .................................................................

Historian
Linda McClelland ........................... 715-836-7719

Obituary Chair
Kathy Herfel .................................... 715-926-5205

Librarians
Roger Davis ..................................... 715-835-1630
Patricia Anderson ............................ 715-563-2616

Website
Michaela Walters ............................. 715-828-1711

LE Phillips Library Liaison
Renee Ponzio ................................... 715-839-1683

Publicity
Deb Jarvar ........................................ 417-574-6678

Newsletter
Anita Reid ....................................... 715-835-2248

This newsletter is published in September, November, 
January, March and May. Deadline for entries is the 
25th of the month prior to publication. (e.g., entries 
for November’s issue would be October 25.)
The GRSEC meets the second Saturday of each 
month, September through May, at 10 am. We will 
not meet again until further notice. We meet at the 
Chippewa Valley Museum, located in beautiful  
Carson park, Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

The GRSEC does not meet during the summer 
months ( June through August). The membership 
year runs May 1st through April 30th. Membership is 
$15.00 per year, beginning May 1st. Check your mail-
ing label on the newsletter for your expiration date. It 
is on the right hand corner. If you receive your news-
letter electronically, please check with Tom Davey, 
our Treasurer/Membership chair.
Our email address and website address appear at the 
top of every page in the header area. Membership 
forms are on the back page of every issue.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
Webinar, november 7- German Genealogy, pre-
sented by Legacy Tree genealogist Jim Beidler. Spon-
sored by the Wisconsin Historical Society. $40. For 
more information: https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/
german-genealogy-webinar 
Webinar, november 14- Genealogy with Thomas 
MacEntee. Sponsored by the Wisconsin Historical 
Society. $40. For more information: https://shop.
wisconsinhistory.org/genealogy-with-thomas-macen-
tee-webinar-11142020-copy

Genealogy, the Pandemic, and the Digital 
Divide
 Posted by Genealogy's Star, 13 Oct. 2020 
 Written by James Tanner
The Pandemic has exacerbated the problems asso-
ciated with the Digital Divide. The Digital Divide 
is the gulf between those who have ready access to 
computers (i.e. the internet) and those who do not. It 
is also the economic, educational, and social inequal-
ities between those who have computers and online 
access and those who do not. During the last seven 
months of the current Pandemic, all of the Family-
Search.org Family History Centers have been closed 
including the famous Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City and the Brigham Young University (BYU) 
Family History Library (only to those who are not 
students or faculty). In addition, most of the libraries 
and archives of the world are closed to most patrons. 
There is currently no practical way for most of us to 
physically access any genealogical records. 

http://www.grsec.org
mailto:grsec%40cvmuseum.com?subject=Newsletter
mailto:%0Dlmcclelland7719%40charter.net?subject=Newsletter
mailto:kathyh%40eauclaire.lib.wi.us?subject=Newsletter
mailto:kiesowkd%40hotmail.com?subject=Minutes
mailto:tdavey%40charter.net?subject=Membership
mailto:djarvar%40wwt.net?subject=GRSEC%20Programs
mailto:kathyh%40eauclaire.lib.wi.us?subject=Programs
mailto:lmcclelland7719%40charter.net?subject=GRSEC%20Historian
mailto:kathyh%40eauclaire.lib.wi.us?subject=Obituaries
mailto:rogerd445%40gmail.com?subject=GRSEC%20Library
mailto:waltersm169%40gmail.com?subject=GRSEC%20Website
mailto:djarvar%40wwt.net?subject=GRSEC%20Publicity
mailto:voss523%40gmail.com?subject=Newsletter
https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/german-genealogy-webinar
https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/german-genealogy-webinar
https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/genealogy-with-thomas-macentee-webinar-11142020-copy
https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/genealogy-with-thomas-macentee-webinar-11142020-copy
https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/genealogy-with-thomas-macentee-webinar-11142020-copy
https://genealogysstar.blogspot.com/
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Of course, most active genealogists (outside of the 
recent graduates employed by genealogy companies) 
are older and the prevalent concept of those who 
are computer and internet challenged focuses on 
the elderly. But I am seeing a significant number of 
people, regardless of age, that are being challenged 
by the huge movement to "online" communication. 
For example, school teachers who are forced to teach 
classes online or lose their jobs. 
Usually, those who are concerned about the Digital 
Divide focus on people who do not have access either 
to computers or the internet but fail to recognize that 
access to both does not equate to computer literacy. 
Additionally, in the case of genealogical research, 
knowing how to use Facebook or Zoom does not 
automatically confer expertise in using online genea-
logically valuable resources. One of the symptoms of 
this genealogical nearsightedness is the vast major-
ity of genealogists who focus entirely on one online 
family tree/database program and who "don't have 
time" for the other major only websites. I commonly 
talk to dedicated genealogists who have used one 
or maybe two of the major online programs but are 
totally unacquainted with the others. I am referring 
to FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com, MyHeritage.
com, Findmypast.com, Geneanet.org, Filae.com, and 
quite a few other websites. Computer literacy goes far 
beyond knowing how to use a keyboard and a mouse 
or trackpad.  
My awareness of this problem has heightened be-
cause of the large number of Zoom meetings I 
have had recently up to five in one day. Most larger 
groups of novice Zoom users tend to fail to mute 
their microphones and in a recent case managed to 
share their screen without being aware that they were 
showing what they had recently searched for. Al-
though Zoom has become ubiquitous, constant use 
has shown its quirks and limitations. Unfortunately, 
a significant number of the people I associate with 
are "locked out" of Zoom and everything else online 
because they do not have the basic computer skills to 
go through the login process and/or their computers 
or other devices are too old to support online stream-
ing programs. I have a significant number of friends 
who do not do email and even if they have an email 
account, they do not read their email at all.  
 

Until quite recently, I was still working with people 
whose computers were running Microsoft Windows 
Vista. 
The reality is that these people are part of the Digital 
Divide even though they pay for a connection to the 
internet and own a "computer." Unfortunately, many 
genealogy enthusiasts fall into this category. If you 
"hate" to use your computer and are not comfortable 
being online on the Internet then you fall into this 
category. Why is that the case? As I noted above, 
with the closure of essentially all the physical research 
entities around the world, we are left with working 
almost entirely online. Now, you ask, what are we 
going to do about it.
As a volunteer missionary at the BYU Family His-
tory Library, I am participating in their extensive 
outreach program. All of these offerings are absolute-
ly FREE. Here is what is offered online:

 » A huge webinar library hosted on the BYU 
Family History Library website and on YouTube.
com. New live webinars are regularly scheduled. 
See https://fh.lib.byu.edu/classes-and-webinars/
online-webinars/. See also the BYU Family Histo-
ry Library YouTube Channel. 
 » Regular Sunday afternoon live classes. Right 

now, there are three classes scheduled every Sunday. 
These are live with Q&A sessions at the end. Here 
is the link to the class schedule: https://fh.lib.byu.
edu/classes-and-webinars/sunday-classes/
 » Indexing classes on the first Thursday of every 

month. Here is the link to the classes: https://
fh.lib.byu.edu/indexing-classes/
 » Family history basic tutorials: https://fh.lib.byu.

edu/classes-and-webinars/basic-tutorials/
Now, in case you really want to know where to go to 
get help, you can also take advantage of the FREE 
educational website known as The Family History 
Guide.
Whether you're just beginning or you've been at it a 
while, doing family history can be easier. The Family 
History Guide helps you choose a path you're inter-
ested in, with tools to help you find the information 
you need.

http://www.grsec.org
mailto:grsec%40cvmuseum.com?subject=Newsletter
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/classes-and-webinars/online-webinars/
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/classes-and-webinars/online-webinars/
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/classes-and-webinars/sunday-classes/ 
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/classes-and-webinars/sunday-classes/ 
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/indexing-classes/
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/indexing-classes/
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/classes-and-webinars/basic-tutorials/ 
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/classes-and-webinars/basic-tutorials/ 
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Back to the Digital Divide. The Family History 
Guide has an entire instructional section on Com-
puter Basics including the internet.
My wife and I are trying to help in any way that we 
can. By the way, if you call the BYU Family Histo-
ry Library or email the Library, they can refer you 
directly to us for help. I am never too busy to help. 
Please feel free to call.  Here is the link to the email 
addresses and telephone numbers for the Library. 
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/contact-information/ 

MyHeritage Releases Major Collection of 
Historical Norway Church Records, 1815–
1938
If using Norway's Digital Archives is a little daunt-
ing, try accessing the same records through the 
MyHeritage database.
The following announcement was posted on the My-
Heritage blog on October 13, 2020:
"We are pleased to announce the addition of a new 
Norwegian historical record collection — Norway 
Church Records, 1815–1938. The records in this 
collection were digitized in collaboration with the 
National Archives of Norway (Arkivverket), and con-
sist of 42.2 million indexed records and high quality 
scans of the original documents. The records include 
births & baptisms, marriages, and deaths & burials. 
This release is the first time the collection’s images 
are fully indexed and searchable — making it easier 
than ever to research your Norwegian ancestors. The 
addition doubles the number of Norwegian historical 
records on MyHeritage and brings the total number 
of historical records on MyHeritage to 12.6 billion."
Please remember that the records themselves are in 
Norwegian. Here are a few heading words that might 
help you:
Birth and Baptism Fødte and Døpte
Marriage  Ægteviede
Death and Burial Døde and Begravede

Don't have MyHeritage? Head over to Ancestry be-
cause the same collection was published on October 
12, 2020. Also new to Ancestry is the Newspapers.
com Marriage index. So if you have the newspapers.

com membership through Ancestry, you may be up 
all hours checking this index out.

Reclaim the Records News
In their biggest records request ever, Reclaim the 
Records has decided to take on the US National 
Archives and Records Administration.
"On October 14, 2020, Reclaim The Records made 
a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to 
the United States National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA), asking for billions (yes, 
billions) of digital images and their associated text 
metadata, to return online access to American histor-
ical documents to the public."
To read the complete filing, go to: Billions of Dig-
ital Images and Associated Text Metadata Created 
Through the United States National Archives and 
Records Administration’s Digitization Partnership 
Program
And on October 29, 2020, Reclaim the Records filed 
a Freedom of Information Law request to the New 
York City Municipal Archives for "… all digitized 
New York City birth certificate, marriage certificate, 
marriage license and death certificate that the Ar-
chives currently has in its possession." To read the 
complete request go to: Putting the Big Apple's Big 
Records Online for Everyone
We will keep everyone posted as more updates be-
come available.
Records obtained by Reclaim the Records
Mississippi Death Index, 1912-1943, online for free 
public use at the Internet Archive
Missouri Death Index, 1968-2015, online for free 
public use at the Internet Archive
Missouri Birth Index, 1920-2015, online for free 
public use at the Internet Archive
Nebraska Death Index, 1904-1968, online at  
NebraskaDeathIndex.com
New Jersey Death Index, 1901-1903, 1920-1929, 
1949-2000, 2001-2017, online at www.newjersey-
deathindex.com

http://www.grsec.org
mailto:grsec%40cvmuseum.com?subject=Newsletter
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/contact-information/
https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/records-request/27/?utm_source=Reclaim+the+Records&utm_campaign=8440e18eaa-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_05ada25d21-8440e18eaa-190759609&mc_cid=8440e18eaa&mc_eid=87d2371d01
https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/records-request/27/?utm_source=Reclaim+the+Records&utm_campaign=8440e18eaa-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_05ada25d21-8440e18eaa-190759609&mc_cid=8440e18eaa&mc_eid=87d2371d01
https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/records-request/27/?utm_source=Reclaim+the+Records&utm_campaign=8440e18eaa-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_05ada25d21-8440e18eaa-190759609&mc_cid=8440e18eaa&mc_eid=87d2371d01
https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/records-request/27/?utm_source=Reclaim+the+Records&utm_campaign=8440e18eaa-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_05ada25d21-8440e18eaa-190759609&mc_cid=8440e18eaa&mc_eid=87d2371d01
https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/records-request/27/?utm_source=Reclaim+the+Records&utm_campaign=8440e18eaa-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_05ada25d21-8440e18eaa-190759609&mc_cid=8440e18eaa&mc_eid=87d2371d01
https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/records-request/28/
https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/records-request/28/
https://web.archive.org/web/20201101083234/https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20201101083234/https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20201101083234/https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/
https://www.nebraskadeathindex.com/
https://www.newjerseydeathindex.com/
https://www.newjerseydeathindex.com/


The Spring had its protective building finished 
in 1923. And though the 2018 faded-away 
lettering said “Silver Spring”, it had been called 
Beckey Spring back in the 1870s.
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What Is That?  –  Gosh, It's History!
           Mary and Doug Carlson
What the heck is that little concrete structure along 
State Hwy 37, a mile south of Eau Claire? “It’s a cave 
entrance, and it goes way back into the hill.” “It’s the 
entrance to an old silver mine.” Another said “My 
dad had told us kids that’s where the boogey man 
lives.

But most 
said it’s called 
Silver Spring 
and the water 
is contami-
nated now. 
But is it on 
our land? 
Well surprise, 
surprise, it IS 
on our land, 
on the high-
way right-of-
way. I wonder 
how old it is 

and what it was used for. Maybe we should research 
it. AND THE ADVENTURE BEGAN.
Mary, the family genealogist, digs relentlessly for 
resources and history. She quickly discovered some 
background, as described by Frank Smoot after he’d 
once been asked about that little concrete building: 
You’ve found the door to Beckey’s Spring. Unfor-
tunately not romantically named for Tom Sawyer’s 
girlfriend or any other pretty girl from the fiction of 
my childhood, but for timber cruiser James Beckey. 
(Cruisers scouted choice tracts of pine, then “flipped” 
them to lumbermen for a profit.) Perhaps no other 
natural Spring refreshed so many weary walkers in 
our neck of the woods.
Millworkers built rafts out of the white pine harvest-
ed in Eau Claire, then raftsmen rode them downriver 
to Reads Landing, a thoroughly depraved den of 
iniquity on the mighty Mississippi. Then, no doubt 
hung over and exhausted from their libertine exer-
tions, the raftsmen walked back the 50 miles to Eau 
Claire to ride the next load downriver. Cool drink of 
fresh Beckey’s Spring water would sure hit the spot. 
In the 1920s the Eau Claire County Board made an 

effort to preserve it – the door dates from that era, I 
think – and, you know, it’s still there, so hey. Rumor 
says it was called Silver Spring for a while, giving our 
famous horseradish its name.
Mary’s research also found a Leader newspaper 
article from Nov. 10, 1923 that revealed the concrete 
structure was built by the County. Their March 13th, 
1923 Proceedings declared: “the Spring …could, by 
the  expenditure of a small sum of money ($300), be 
improved and made more attractive and useful to the 
traveling public and particularly to the people of Eau 
Claire County.” 

With that concrete building in place, people from 
all around would visit there from the 1920s to the 
1950s and beyond, to drink the refreshing cold water, 
and many carried it home with them. It even became 
a public gathering place, as shown in the following 
photo, and in several others from the 1930s.One 
local resident, 93 year old Mat, started working at 
Silver Spring Gardens (AKA Huntsinger Farms) 
in 1948, and built his house 3 miles south of there. 
But, he didn’t have enough money to put in a well, so 
for 2 years, he’d stop at the Spring after work every 
day and take 10 gallons of water home. He still lives 
there, with a well!
Another Mondovi person recalls: I remember as a 
young child in the early 1940s, my family would pile 
into the car and travel to Eau Claire for shopping. 
Mom would pick up 2 rings of bologna and a box 
of soda crackers. On the way home we’d stop at the 
Spring, get that cold fresh water, and sit on the grass 
to eat.”

http://www.grsec.org
mailto:grsec%40cvmuseum.com?subject=Newsletter
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In about 1959, the State Highway Commission put 
a sign on the door stating “WATER UNSAFE for 
Human Consumption.” We were never able to find 
exact records to document that the water was test-
ed then as contaminated. Or is the rumor true that 
there was a traffic safety hazard by people stopping 
there along the now busy highway? The Spring water 
was tested by us, at the Eau Claire City-County 
Health Department, in 2007 and in 2019, with the 
same results. Beckey Spring is indeed contaminated, 
with coliform bacteria, but no e-coli or high nitrates. 
The Department describes coliform bacteria: If the 

coliform bacteria test result indicates ‘PRESENT’, 
unfiltered, or poorly filtered surface water may have 
found its way into the well. Coliform bacteria are not 
always harmful, but if these bacteria are in the water, 
other harmful types might also be present. For this 
reason, using the water supply for drinking, cooking 
or dishwashing is not advised unless boiled for 10 
minutes. DON’T DRINK THE WATER.
Another local resident recalls when the 1980 big 
wind storm came through, everyone lost power for 
days. People had no well water so they got water from 
the Spring and they boiled it for drinking and cook-
ing.
In 2018, intrigued by so much history, Doug won-
dered if he could restore the Beckey Spring building 
to its 1930s appearance? With a permit from the 
State Department of Transportation to work there 
and with some help from a few community members, 
in 2019-2020 we cut the hillside trees and brush 
away, dug away 100 years of washed down dirt,  and 
sandblasted and painted the building. We found a 
sign painter (former resident) to do the lettering. 
Doug built a new door and voila, a restored piece of 
history. 
The resto-
ration is a 
celebration of 
the 150th an-
niversary of  
Beckey 
Spring, 
1870-2020. It 
contributed 
much to the 
early days of 
the  
Chippewa 
Valley.
From the editor: Photographs are used with permis-
sion of Doug and Mary Carlson. Doug is preparing 
a much longer article, over forty-five pages on this 
subject. He will then approach various local websites 
and organizations about hosting his research efforts. 
Thank you Doug and Mary! Our family lives further 
south off Hwy. 37 and we had been watching the 
developments at the "Spring" with great interest.

A Mondovi resident recalls as a kid they’d drive up to 
the State Fair in Chippewa Falls. They’d take along their 
picnic lunch and on the way past the Spring, they’d stop 
and fill their water jugs for the all-day excursion.

http://www.grsec.org
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The Wisconsin State Genealogical Society provided this genealogy tip. To learn more about this organization, 
including how to join, visit: www.wsgs.org

My name is Cathy Dailey – I’m the current vice president of the Wisconsin State Genealogical Society 
(WSGS).  Each month, I provide a quick tip or recommend a resource to help further your genealogical re-
search.  This month, we’re going to explore the FamilySearch Wiki.
Website:  http://www.familysearch.org/wiki
 Many times when hunting for ancestors, we may be unaware of existing records that can help to trace our rela-
tives’ pasts.  The challenge is where to look to find these additional resources.
Try the FamilySearch Research Wiki.  The site contains links to genealogy databases, websites, resources and 
research strategies tied to places and topics, not specific individuals.  
The FamilySearch Research Wiki can help identify available records for places where your ancestors were born, 
lived and/or died.  Results include links to site-specific records, indexes, and/or locality pages for countries 
around the world.  Start your search on the [wiki] home page:

 » Using a keyword in 
the search field
 » Selecting an 

area from the 
dropdown list 
of all localities
 » Clicking on 

a region on the 
map

As an 
example, 
my 3X great grandfather, 
Pierre-Joseph (Peter) Pireaux was born in Thorembais-Saint-Trond, Brabant Wallon Province in Belgium.  To 
locate available resources within this geographic area, I tried two different options in the search field on the 
Wiki home page:
Thorembais-Saint-Trond
Brabant Wallon
Though “Thorembais-Saint-Trond” did not reveal any results, the “Brabant Wallon” option contained a number 
of links to civil and church digital databases, research methodologies, and tips for finding my ancestors within 
specified records.
 In the mid-1850’s, Peter Pireaux and his family immigrated to the United States, ultimately settling in Green 
Bay, WI.  To continue my research, I used the FamilySearch Wiki site to locate available “Green Bay” and 
“Brown County” records to fill in the blanks of Peter’s family.  As a suggestion - if you find that your search 
results are limited, try expanding your search parameters to the next largest geographic designation (i.e., city to 
corresponding county).

http://www.grsec.org
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